
 
 

 
 

Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 19-07, Telecommunications Towers, Limited Use 
County Council Public Hearing, November 19, 2019 

 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on ZTA 19-07 on behalf of the all-
volunteer Montgomery County Civic Federation, Inc. (MCCF).   
 
The Association Members of the MCCF represent over 100,000 households from civic 
and homeowners associations across the County.  
 
Some of our member organizations are located in neighborhoods with underground 
utilities, while others have above ground utilities. Each right of way situation presents its 
own set of issues with regard to implementation and there is not a one size fits all 
solution.    
 
This is our fourth time before the Council on this issue and we continue to oppose the 
ZTA’s reduction of due process for residents. 
 
Our prior testimony demonstrated an eagerness to work with you on helping to address 
very flawed tower review and permitting process as well as proposing better 
alternatives. We thank those of you who worked with residents in the past on this issue 
and we look forward to continuing that work with you.  
 
Just to review, small cells are now allowed in all commercial and non-residential zones 
with a 10 foot setback. This is in addition to antennas on existing structures allowed in 
residential zones with a 60 foot setback and new poles in residential zones with a 300 
foot setback which can be substantially reduced by the hearing examiner. Those 
provisions do not constitute a prohibition of service.  
 
Council was told last year it was urgent to pass ZTA 18-02 to enable the towers in the 
dense commercial zones which would have the highest demand. But in the year and a 
half since the passage of 18-02 only one small cell node was placed in all of our business 
districts of Silver Spring, Bethesda, Wheaton and White Flint.  Just one.  
What happened to the rush to deploy?  
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To summarize: We can Do Better and There is Time to Do Better  
 
We respectfully request: 
 

• Given that that most areas of the County are already open for small cell 
deployment, and given the Decisions in the US Court of Appeals in the DC Circuit 
and the issues pending in the Ninth Circuit including two legal challenges by 
Montgomery County, and given the well documented flaws and understaffing of 
the tower and antenna review and permitting process, it would not be prudent 
for you to adopt this ZTA at this time and we ask you to oppose it. 
 

In addition, as we previously requested we ask that you: 
 

• Adopt Comprehensive Reform of the Tower and Antennas Review and 
Permitting Process including a provision that requires post installation 
inspection and certification so that the poles are in the correct place and 
operating safely. This reform should occur before any additional legislation is 
adopted. 
 

• Maintain public notice and conditional use review process for siting of wireless 
transmission facilities. 
 

• Ensure County and State Street tree protection laws remain intact for this use. 
 

• Finally we ask that you restore the funding for the County Charter position of 
the Office of the People’s Counsel. The County Council has withheld this 
funding of a mere $260,000 for more than 9 years which is not in the public 
interest. 
 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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