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The Montgomery County Civic Fed-
eration, Inc.,
educational and advocacy organization 
founded in 1925 to serve the public interest.  
Monthly MCCF meetings are open to the 
public (agenda and details at left).

The Civic Federation News is published 
monthly except July and August.  It is 
emailed to delegates, associate members, 
news media, and local, state, and federal 

to forward the Civic Federation 
News to all association members, 
friends, and neighbors.  Permission is 
granted to reproduce any article, provided 
that proper credit is given to the “Civic 
Federation News of the Montgomery 
County (Md.) Civic Federation.”
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       civicfednews AT montgomerycivic.org
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Federation Meeting #943
Monday, May 8, 2023

7:30 p.m.
Online Zoom Meeting

 1. Call to Order/Introductions

 2. Approval of Agenda

 3. Approval of Minutes:  April 
General Meeting  

 4. Treasurer’s Report

 5. Announcements

 6. May Program:  It Never  Rains, 
But Man, It Pours —All Things 
Stormwater  p.2

 7. Committee Reports

 8. Old Business

 9. New Business

 10. Adjournment

About MCCF Meetings

 All monthly MCCF meetings 
are open to the public.  They are 
held on the second Monday of each 
month, September through June.  
Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
the start time is now at 7:30 p.m.
 The May meeting will be 
held online via Zoom (see page 3 
for program) at 7:30 p.m.:
     To be part of the video confer-

visit the Zoom website 
to download the program for your 
phone or computer.
     Date and Time:  Monday, May 8, 
2023, 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time.
     To join the Zoom meeting from 
your browser, use this link.
     To participate by phone (audio 
only), call 301.715.8592.  The meet-
ing ID is 825 1744 9307.  No pass-
word is required.
 We hope you will join us!  
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May Program:  It Never Rains, But Man, It Pours —All Things Stormwater

By Peggy Dennis
 April is almost over and we are 
in a drought.  This is not always the 
case and, when the rain comes after 
a long dry spell, it sometimes comes 
too hard and too long. The baked 
earth cannot absorb the drench-
ing, and much of the rain water is 
washed away, exacerbating soil ero-
sion and leaving the thirsty plants 
hankering for more.
 Our program for Monday, May 8, 
will be, “It Never Rains, But Man, It 
Pours:  All Things Stormwater.”

Rowe of the County’s Department of 
Environmental Protection.  We have 

watershed management and storm-
water concepts.  Then, as Program 
Manager for Private Residential 
Environmental Site Design (ESD) 

Stormwater Best Management 
Practices (BMPs), Inspection and 
Maintenance, she will cover more 

stormwater management practices 
and their maintenance and resources 
for homeowners.  She manages the 

work of inspecting and maintaining 
stormwater practices “at home” on 
residential properties such as single-
family homes and townhouses.  This 
work consists largely of technical 
assistance to help homeowners un-
derstand what they have, and how to 
maintain it.
 Rowe has broad experience in 
land use planning and watershed 
planning in Montgomery County 
with prior positions as an Environ-
mental Planner with M-NCPPC; 
as a watershed planner with DEP; 
working on watershed restoration 
plans for the Rock Creek, Little Falls 
and Paint Branch watersheds; and, 
most recently, working to ensure 
that stormwater management 
practices are maintained and func-
tional.  Rowe has a keen interest in 
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the nexus between watershed health, 
climate change, and nature-based 
solutions to climate change.
 Our second presenter will be Ann 
English, Manager of the County’s 
RainScapes Program for the Mont-
gomery County Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.  She will cover 
the RainScapes approach to manag-
ing stormwater and provide infor-
mation on the types of RainScapes 

through the program.
 Under English’s direction, the 
RainScapes program has developed 
its incentive program into a model 
that others have copied.  The Rain-
Scapes program is based on three 
elements:  clear technical guidance, 
diligent data management, and 
excellent customer service.  The 
program has right-sized its rebate 

May Program, cont.

structure, streamlined its applica-
tion process, and grown to greatly 
expand the amount of land con-
verted to manage stormwater using 
RainScapes practices.  Incentives are 
provided for Rain Gardens, Conser-
vation Landscapes, Permeable Pave-

ments, Water Harvesting, Pavement 
Removal and Green Roofs. 
 A key component of RainScapes 
practices is the improvement of lo-
cal site hydrology with a focus on 

-
tion capacity through planting and 
working with in situ soils to achieve 

evaluate practices as they relate to 
climate change, carbon storage, and 
how to reduce the carbon footprint 
of the recommended projects.
 English is both a designer and 
teacher who has worked in the 

-
tal sectors.  She is passionate about 
plants and how to design and evalu-
ate plant performance in the envi-
ronments in which they are planted.  
Her degrees are in American His-
tory, Regional Planning, and Land-
scape Architecture.  
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MCCF President Alan Bowser’s Testimony Against Bill 18-23, Land Use Resource Office

Testimony of Alan Bowser on April 
18, 2023 (by video)
 I am speaking in opposition to the 
bill to create a Community Zoning and 

Council should support refunding the 
-

ommended by the County Executive 
for the second year in a row.
 Councilmembers, there is a crisis 

-
ery County.
 Notwithstanding the very com-
mendable job that the County did in 
response to the Covid 19 pandemic, 
it’s worth noting some of the events 
of the last few years that have sullied 
the reputation of our government in 
the eyes of residents.
 The last few years have seen–
     The ouster of the Chair of the 
Montgomery County Planning Board 

for violation of County rules and poli-
cies and the dismissal of the Director 
of the Planning Department.
     The forced resignation of all 
members of the Planning Board.
     The failure of the Planning Board 
to hold a public hearing on the 2nd 
Thrive Montgomery 2050 draft sent to 
the Council last Spring after it was re-
written by the Planning Board Chair.
     The failure of the Planning Board 
to include—or even consider—the 
substantive comments of the County’s 
Department of Environmental Projec-
tion in the draft planning document.
     The inexplicable failure to for-
ward hundreds of resident emails to 

Council’s revision of the draft plan-
-

ers reported that he was forwarded 
hundreds of emails from residents 

only a few weeks before the Council 
approved Thrive Montgomery 2050. 
We’ve not heard an explanation of 
that.)
     The seeming overreliance and 
preferential treatment by the then 
PHED committee on policy input from 
outside development organizations 
like the Coalition for Smarter Growth 
and Greater Greater Washington.
     And the failure of the Council as 
a whole to even publicly discuss the 
County Executive’s recommenda-

People’s Council in the FY23 Recom-
mended Budget.  (It was included as 
a “negative recommendation” on the 
consent agenda).
 So why, at this moment of broad 
distrust, skepticism, anxiety, and 
deep concern about the Council’s 
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engagement with the broader com-
munity would any of you want to 
exacerbate this concerning situa-
tion by proposing and considering 

Counsel from the County Code and 
to take away an extremely valuable 
resource for the people of Montgom-
ery County?
 Especially at a time when a full 
pipeline of impactful land use and 
planning measures will soon be 
proposed by the Planning Board and 
come before the County Council.
 This is the time when the commu-
nity—residents from every part of the 

from the OPC’s technical assistance 
and advocacy to fully understand and 
to respond to policy changes that will 

neighbors for generations.

Counsel in a public forum in June 
of 2022.  Councilmember Albornoz, 
Councilmember Glass, Council-
member Jawando, and now-Coun-
cilmember Sayles all said that they 

the video of that portion of the public 
forum sponsored by the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation is online 
now on Twitter and YouTube.  See 
the two-minute video here.
 If you believe in Racial Equity—
and you’ve said that you do—you 

People’s Counsel which will provide 
valuable support to the many under-
served communities throughout the 

resources to hire lawyers and plan-
ners to explain and respond to what 
is happening at the County level.
 The people of Montgomery 

Counsel.  

AB OPC Testimony, cont.  In its April 17, 2023, Report to the 
County Council
of Legislative Oversight states clearly 
that establishing the Friedson/Lu-
edtke Bill 18-23 Structure of County 
Government-Community Zoning 

widen racial and social inequities in 
land use in the County and dispro-

owners. 
 This was a bad bill in 2016. It’s a 
terrible bill in 2023.
 My recommendation to you is 

Counsel as recommended by the 
County Executive.  It’s not a lot of 
money and the value to our neigh-
bors—your constituents—will be 
invaluable.
 We, in the civic community, were 
very heartened when the at-large 
members of the County Council 
stated their support for a People’s 
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MCCF 2VP Elizabeth Joyce Testimony Against Bill 18-23, Land Use Resource Office

Testimony of Elizabeth Joyce, 
MCCF’s Second Vice President, on 
April 18, 2023
 I am Elizabeth Joyce, a Vice 
President of the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation, Inc., 
which represents hundreds of 
County households and civic as-
sociations.
 The Civic Federation supports 
fully funding the Office of the Peo-
ple’s Counsel (OPC) and opposes 
removing its current statute from 
the County code.  OPC’s purpose 
is to protect the public interest, 
to promote full and fair adminis-
trative proceedings, and to help 
produce sound land use decisions.  
It also helps level the playing field 
between developers and ordi-
nary residents, who don’t stand a 
chance against wealthy financial 

interests with expert attorneys on 
retainer.  Approving this legisla-
tion would signal the Council’s op-
position to these ideals and would 
break the promise to fully fund 
OPC that many of you made to us 
in recorded interviews during your 
campaigns last fall.  (These inter-
views are available on our Save the 
People’s Counsel website.)
 This bill’s supporters argue 
that the 2008 Office of Legislative 
Oversight (OLO) report made a 
few recommendations for improv-
ing OPC that have not yet been 
approved.  We would respectfully 
ask why not?  The Council’s failure 
to enact these minor changes is not 
a good reason for removing OPC 
from the statute.  Neither is OPC’s 
modest $250K budget, which 
represents a tiny .0004% of the 

County’s $6+ billion FY23 budget.  
In contrast, the Planning Depart-
ment’s FY23 budget was $25.4M, 
with a recent request for another 
$1.7M for FY24.  By the way, the 
Council should table this request 
until the M-NCPPC publishes a 
complete report on the events that 
led to the resignations of the entire 
Board that runs this agency.  To 
save funds, the Council could more 
vigorously exercise its oversight 
of this costly and arguably over-
staffed department.
 Now that Thrive Montgomery 
2050 is law, massive rezoning will 
soon take place.  Ordinary resi-
dents lack the time and resources 
to learn and assert their rights.  
An OPC attorney could not only 
help residents but also prevent the 
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County from violating its Racial 
Equity and Social Justice Act that 
governs all new ZTAs.  It could 
also help prevent costly lawsuits, 
such as the notorious 1990s Farm 
Road case filed by African Ameri-
can landowners, some of whom 
permanently lost access to homes 
their families had owned for a 
century—and that ended with the 
resignation of the Planning Board 
chair and the restructuring of the 
agency.  (In other words, we’ve 
been here before, and OPC could 
help prevent such expensive ineq-
uities.)
 The OLO report cited impres-
sive OPC achievements and praise 
from residents and land use at-
torneys alike.  An OPC offering 
only technical assistance is a poor 
substitute for this valuable agency.  

And why would the Council deny 
our residents a valued resource 
that Maryland as well as Balti-
more, Harford, and Prince Georges 
Counties residents still enjoy?

 We strongly oppose this step 
backward for Montgomery County 
and its residents.  Please reject Bill 
18-23 and fully fund the Office of 
the People’s Counsel.  

EJ OPC Testimony, cont.

By Alan Bowser, President
 In its April 19, 2023, Racial 
Equity and Social Justice (RESJ) Im-
pact Statement on District 1 Coun-
cilmember Andrew Friedson’s Bill 

People’s Council by substituting a 
weak “Community Zoning and Land 

-
-

lative Oversight concluded, “When 
comparing two potentially funded 

the People’s Counsel to the proposed 

Councilmember Andrew Friedson’s Bill 18-23 Could Wid-
en Racial and Social Inequities in Montgomery County

Oversight (OLO) anticipates that Bill 
18-23 could sustain or marginally 
widen racial and social inequi-

-

.”
 According to OLO, “The People’s 
Counsel is designed to act as an in-
dependent lawyer that advocates for 
the public’s interest in local zoning 
matters such as rezonings, condi-
tional uses, site plans, and subdivi-
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sion plans.  The intent of Bill 18-23 
is to replace the People’s Counsel 
with a Community Zoning and Land 

information and resources on the 
land use process to members of the 
public without directly participating 
as an advocate for the public’s inter-
est.”  [RESJ Impact Statement, Bill 

2, April 19, 2023]

-
trative proceedings with the County 
Council, Board of Appeals, Plan-
ning Board, Hearing Examiner, and 
the Maryland courts.  As such, Bill 
18-23 removes the obligation 

-

between two currently unfunded 

Community Zoning and Land Use.  
The purposes of the People’s Coun-

include:
     Protecting the public interest and 
promoting a full and fair presenta-
tion of relevant issues in administra-
tive proceedings to help inform land 
use decisions;
     Providing technical assistance to 

participation; and
     Increasing public understanding 

use process.

Friedson Bill 18-23, cont.  “Historically, when the People’s 
Counsel has advocated positions on 
behalf of the public, developers have 
usually responded to the concerns 
they have raised during the land use 
review process.  Transforming the 
People’s Counsel into a non-attorney 
position that does not advocate for 
the public’s interests under Bill 18-
23 would reduce the regulatory bur-
den of land developers to address the 
public’s interest.  Thus, -

regulatory burden would be 
-

serving Montgomery County, 
-

 The OLO Impact Statement can 
be read here.  
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Mont. County Residents Overwhelmingly Favor Funding Office of the People’s Counsel

By Robert Dyer in his April 19, 
2023, Blog
 Ten of the eleven residents who 

County Council yesterday urged 
councilmembers to restore funding 

in the FY-2024 operating budget.  
All ten also spoke in strong opposi-
tion to the bill that was the subject of 
the public hearing, a legislative move 

which the Council has failed to fund 
since 2010.  Bill 18-23, introduced 
by Councilmember Andrew Friedson 
(D - District 1), would kill the posi-
tion of People’s Counsel, an attorney 
who could advise residents and civic 
associations on land-use and zoning 
issues, and represent their interests 
in administrative hearings.  Fried-
son’s bill would replace the People’s 

Counsel with a toothless resident ad-
visor, who would not have to be a li-
censed attorney, and who would not 
be allowed to participate in admin-
istrative hearings, would be unable 
to call or cross-examine witnesses, 
and would be forbidden to introduce 
evidence or point out violations of 
zoning law in those hearings.
 Resident Sue Present said Fried-
son’s developer-friendly bill “keeps 
the fat cats fat, and throws neighbors 
and neighborhoods under the bus.”  
Friedson has received extensive 
campaign contributions from devel-
opment interests, and developers 
have hosted fundraisers for him.
 The only resident to testify in 
favor of Friedson’s bill to elimi-
nate the People’s Counsel was Jane 
Lyons-Raeder of Silver Spring, who 
has previously been employed as a 

lobbyist by the developer-funded Co-
alition for Smarter Growth.  Lyons-
Raeder said the quiet part out loud, 
expressing concern that a restored 
People’s Counsel “could quickly turn 
into a free lawyer for people who op-
pose development in their neighbor-
hood.”  She argued that Friedson’s 
proposed advisor position would be 
preferable, as it would not “allow for 
free legal representation” for resi-
dents.
 But the small way in which 

takes a tiny step toward leveling 

lawyers is precisely what the 90% 

restoring the position yesterday see 
as its central appeal.  Resident Max 
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Bronstein pointed out that in a land-
use dispute he was engaged in from 
2007 to 2012, the developer had two 

specialists. Montgomery County 
government has over 100 attorneys 
who represent it, he added. “Should 
not the 1 million people of the 
county have 1 lawyer representing 
them?” Bronstein asked the Council.

People’s Counsel was “a great aid” 
in his case up until 2010, when the 

Oversight report on the OPC, which 
recorded that the People’s Counsel 
participated in an average of 44 land 
use cases per year, and provided 
information on zoning and land use 
to residents an average of 347 times 
per year before being defunded.

 Nowhere in the OLO report was 

People’s Counsel be closed, Bron-
stein noted. He said the People’s 
Counsel will be particularly needed 
in the coming years, as the Council 
attempts to implement the contro-
versial Thrive 2050 plan, which will 
allow attached housing and small 
apartment buildings to be construct-
ed in existing single-family home 
neighborhoods.
 Rick Meyer of the MoCo Co-
alition for Control of Cell Towers 
concurred that expert advice is 
needed for zoning text amendments, 
and not just for residents, but for 
the Council itself. A Council ZTA 
to allow 5G antennas to be placed 

such equipment at the time was 
later found to be in violation of 
the County’s own laws. If even the 

-

tee couldn’t understand the zoning 
laws, Meyer suggested, it indicates 
the need for just such a knowl-
edgeable land-use attorney as the 
People’s Counsel. In fact, one of the 
People’s Counsel’s duties and pow-
ers is the ability to point out when a 
developer or the County itself is in 
violation of the law during admin-
strative proceedings.
 Elizabeth Joyce [see page 7] 
and Alan Bowser [see page 5] of the 

Dyer Blog on OPC, cont.
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Montgomery County Civic Federa-
tion both recalled that several of 
the sitting councilmembers had 
promised their organization that 
they would restore funding for the 

candidate interviews the federation 
held last June.  Joyce said money 
is not the issue, because the funds 
Montgomery County Executive Marc 

in his proposed FY-2024 budget 
amount to only .0004% of the total 
budget.
 Given the recent scandals that 
ended with the resignation of the 
entire Planning Board, Bowser 
questioned why Friedson would sug-
gest eliminating a tool of equity and 

People’s Counsel.  “Why in this mo-
ment of broad distrust, why would 

any of you want to exacerbate this 
situation” by proposing to eliminate 
the OPC? Bowser asked.  Compar-
ing Friedson’s OPC-killing bill to a 
similar one that failed to pass seven 
years ago, Bowser concluded, “This 
was a bad bill in 2016; it’s a terrible 
bill in 2023.”
 Resident Susan Labin pointed 
out that Friedson had ironically 
recently complained that a state 
bill that would have increased the 
County Executive’s authority over 

planning and zoning was “a power 
grab,” while Friedson is now at-
tempting to grab power away from 

People’s Counsel.  “It seems like at 
every turn the real power grab is by 
the special interests,” Labin said.
 “I’m speaking from painful 
experience,” Potomac resident 
Peggy Dennis said at the beginning 
of her testimony against Friedson’s 

People’s Counsel.  She spoke of the 
many hours residents in her com-

-
sisted-living development that was 
in violation of the area’s sector plan 
and County law, which was pro-
posed by “a well-heeled developer.”  
Had the OPC been in operation at 
that time, Dennis argued, “all of that 
time would have been saved...  That 
person could have introduced evi-

Dyer Blog on OPC, cont.
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dence in a hearing, called witnesses, 
pointed out” illegal violations.
 Such time investment is beyond 
the means and availability of most 
residents, Nicole Williams said.  
“We shouldn’t have to” spend time 
trying to interpret zoning and land-
use laws while developers have the 
advantage of expensive attorneys. 
After 13 years of failing to fund the 
People’s Counsel, Williams said, it’s 
“time to stop giving residents the 
runaround.”
 The reality, as Bronstein noted 
during his testimony, is that there 
are hardly any land-use attorneys 
who will represent residents, even 
when wealthier neighborhoods 
have the money to pay them.  This 
is absolutely true.  For years, Nor-
man Knopf would take such resident 
and civic association cases.  After 

he retired, his partner David Brown 
continued in that role.  But Brown 
refused to represent the Westbard 
residents who sued Montgomery 
County over illegal actions during 
the approval of the Westbard sector 
plan.  Michele Rosenfeld took the 
residents’ case.  With her victory on 
Kensington residents’ behalf in the 
Costco gas station case, and partial 
victory in downsizing the density of 
the Westbard Square development, 

Rosenfeld is now the preeminent 
land-use attorney representing resi-
dents and civic associations in court 
and in administrative proceedings.
 But that can only help if you can 

large number of newer residents 
in the County either being low-to-
moderate in income, and many 

language—as Present noted in her 
testimony—a public resource and 

People’s Counsel becomes more 
vital every day.  And with the Plan-
ning Board and County Council 
increasingly ruling against majority 
sentiment and ignoring resident and 
civic association testimony, it can be 
argued that—if anything—the role 
and power of the People’s Counsel 
should be expanded and made more 
muscular.
 [Photos from Robert Dyer.]  

Dyer Blog on OPC, cont.
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Wrap Up on the 2023 State Legislative Session

By Peggy Dennis, Legislation Com-
mittee Chair
 The Civic Federation supported 
the following bills in Annapolis.  
Here’s how they fared:
      was with-
drawn.  It would have established 
an M-NCPPC Restructuring Task 
Force to study problems and pos-
sible improvements to the M-NCPPC 
after the problems of the past several 
months.
     , Commissioner 
and Open Meetings Requirements 

for the M-NCPPC, passed.
     HB 299, Chain of Custody for 
Synthetic Turf Fields, failed.
     HB 58, Open Meetings Act, 
passed.
     HB 129, Courts – Strategic Law-
suits Against Public Participation 
(SLAPP suits), failed.
     HB 70, Safe Access for All 
(SAFE) Roads Act of 2023, passed.
 See previous newsletters for 
fuller descriptions of these bills.  And 
we’ll try again next year!  

MCCF Officer Nominations 
For FY 2023–2024

 Due to the MCCF Awards Cel-
ebration in June, the election of 

be made at our regular meeting on 
Monday, May 8.  The Nominations 
Committee proposes the following 

President:  Alan Bowser
First Vice President:
 Peggy Dennis
Second Vice President:
 Elizabeth Joyce
Treasurer:  Jerry Garson
Secretary:  Karen Cordry

also be made but must be seconded 

Member associations, and must be 
Delegates from MCCF member as-
sociations.  

The Montgomery County Civic Federation, Inc.’s
Annual Awards Celebration

Monday, June 12, 2023  |  7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m. 
American Legion Post #41

8110 Fenton Street, Downtown Silver Spring
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MCCF’s 2023 Award Nominees Announced; Awards Given at June 12 Celebration

 The Executive Committee of the 
Montgomery County Civic Federa-
tion, Inc, is pleased to present the 
following nominations for the 2023 
Civic Federation Awards.

 The Star Cup is given to a Dele-
gate or Committee of the Federation 
for outstanding service on behalf of 
Montgomery County.
 Karen Cordry is President of 
the Kensington Heights Civic As-
sociation (KHCA) and serves as the 
Secretary of the Montgomery County 
Civic Federation.  She has dedicated 
countless hours to making Mont-
gomery County a better place to live, 
work, and play.  She has served as 
Chair of the Wheaton Redevelop-
ment Advisory Committee and as a 

member of the County’s Pedestrian, 

Committee and the Montgomery 
County Planning Department’s Ad-
visory Committee on Missing Middle 
Housing.
 On behalf of KHCA, over an 
eight-year period, she helped lead 
the successful opposition to the 
proposed Costco gas station at the 
Wheaton Mall, working on every-
thing from gathering and presenting 
testimony of numerous witnesses, to 
testifying herself, to cross-examining 
the debtor’s experts (and destroying 
their testimony) during the longest 
Special Exception hearing in county 
history, to writing the briefs that 
defended the community’s victory 
before the Maryland courts.  She has 
been an invaluable member of the 
Civic Federation’s executive commit-

tee, sharing her expertise on many 
important issues, especially com-
munity development, housing, and 
pedestrian safety.

-

 The Sentinel Award is given to 
-

cant contribution to good govern-
ment at the local level.
 The North Hills of Sligo Civic 
Association is a dynamic and inclu-
sive community association located 
in Silver Spring, Maryland.  Under 
the leadership of its President, Eric 
Cathcart, North Hills works to build 
community by providing a forum 
for sharing information, connect-
ing neighbors, fostering community 
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spirit, addressing issues and promot-
ing civic activities in their diverse 
community.  The Association is for 

the neighborhood and dedicated to 
maintaining the neighborhood as a 

-
tainable place to live.
 Among the many activities they 
support are a regular food truck pro-
gram, neighborhood electronic recy-
cling and paper shredding events, an 
“Adopt a Community” partnership 
with the Montgomery County 3rd 
District Police District, a community 
garden project, and a new “Dirt to 
Doorstep” Farmer’s Market delivery 
partnership with Seasonal Roots and 
the Charles Koiner Conservancy.

 The Wayne Goldstein Award is 
given to an individual or group for 
outstanding service to the people of 
Montgomery County.
 Cheryl Gannon and Kimblyn 
Persaud are the 2023 nominees for 
the Wayne Goldstein Award.
 Cheryl Gannon is a 25-year resi-
dent of Woodside in Silver Spring, 
a member of the Woodside Civic 
Association, and recently completed 
a three-year tenure as Zoning Chair.  
As Zoning Chair, she successfully 
led her community to endorse a 
progressive resolution on expanding 
housing opportunities in Woodside 

housing.  She has been a county 
Democratic Precinct Chair and vol-
unteered with numerous campaigns 
over the years.  Professionally, she 

is a Senior Fellow at the Women’s 
Institute for a Secure Retirement 
and, since 2001, has helped design 
numerous outreach initiatives to 

women.  She is an expert on retire-
ment and health issues, has worked 
in public policy and legislative af-
fairs, and has extensive experience 
building coalitions of stakeholders 
and engaging the grassroots of both 
national organizations and small 
community organizations. 
 Kimblyn Persuad is the founder 
of the online community resource 
EPIC of MoCo (Empowering People 
in Community of MoCo) and is 
the past president of the Wheaton 
Regional Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation.  She has lived in Montgom-
ery County for more than 25 years, 
with 16 of those years in Wheaton.  
She lives by the motto, “The service 

2023 Award Winners, cont.
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we render others is the rent we pay 
for our room on earth.”  This belief 
and focus on community led her to 
numerous volunteer opportunities 
and community leadership roles.  
She served the Wheaton community 
as co-founder of Save the Wheaton 
Library and as co-founder of the 
Wheaton Coalition.
 She was a member of The League 
of Women Voters, the Zoning Advi-
sory Panel as a Community Repre-
sentative, and the Junior League of 
Washington, D.C.  Kim was a mem-
ber of the Women’s Democratic Club 
and Chair of the nonpartisan ballot 
initiative Nine Districts for MoCo.
 The Civic Federation Awards will 
be presented at the June 12, 2023, 
meeting of the Montgomery County 
Civic Federation.  See next month’s 
newsletter for details.  

2023 Award Winners, cont. MCCF Resolution on the Property Tax Increase for MCPS

 Whereas, the Montgomery 
County Executive has recommended 
a $6.8 billion spending plan for the 

which $3.2 billion would go to Mont-
gomery County Public Schools; and 
 Whereas, the Montgomery 
County Board of Education is re-
questing a FY24 operating budget 
of $3,216,039,673 for MCPS, an 
increase of $296,012,046, or 10.1 
percent, compared to the FY23 op-
erating budget that MCPS says will 
help (1) increase mathematic and 
literacy rates; (2) improve recruit-
ment and retention of a diverse and 

-
fective two-way communication with 
families and the community; and (4) 
foster safe and inclusive environ-
ments; and
 Whereas, MCPS’ request would 

be an increase of $272,245,984 over 
the minimum funding required by 
the State of Maryland’s Maintenance 

law, will require ongoing County 
funding at this higher level in the 
future; and
 Whereas, the Montgomery 
County Executive has proposed a 
10-cent property tax increase to 
provide the additional new fund-
ing for Montgomery County Public 
Schools which will be a permanent 
tax increase for Montgomery County 
property owners; and
 Whereas, delegates of the Mont-
gomery County Civic Federation, 
Inc., believe in strong, safe, and sup-
portive public schools that support 

provide innovative solutions to the 
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unique challenges that students and 
schools are navigating; and
 Whereas, delegates of the Mont-
gomery County Civic Federation, 
Inc., have expressed concern about 
the transparency and accountability 
of MCPS funding priorities, especial-
ly as it concerns the serious underin-
vestment in the public schools in the 
eastern part of Montgomery County: 
and
 Whereas, MCCF delegates are 
additionally concerned about the 
process by which Montgomery Coun-
ty residents were informed about 
the need and timing of the proposed 
FY24 residential tax increase;
 Therefore, be it resolved that the 
Montgomery County Civic Federa-
tion, Inc., calls on the Montgomery 
County Council to carefully examine 
the MCPS budget request, gener-

ally, and the need and proposed use 
of the additional funding requested, 
and
 Be it further resolved that the 
MCCF calls on the County Council 
to work to increase the transpar-
ency and accountability of the MCPS 
budget process and improve com-
munication with the public about the 
County’s educational funding priori-
ties, and
 Be it further resolved that MCCF 
calls upon the Montgomery County 
Government to seriously address 
the capital budget needs of MCPS 
facilities in the eastern areas of the 
County which are overcrowded, un-

-
cilities that are adversely impacting 
the learning and working environ-
ment in these underserved schools.
 Approved this 8th day of May 
2023.

—Karen Cordry, Secretary  

Minutes of the April MCCF 
General Meeting #942

By Karen Cordry, Recording Sec-
retary
 [Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the April 10, 2023, General Meet-
ing was held via Zoom as a virtual 
meeting.  A total of  51  persons at-
tended on the Zoom platform.]

Call to Order:  Alan Bowser, 
President, called the Meeting to 
order at 7:37 p.m.  Meeting was 
recorded.

  
moved, seconded, and approved by 
voice vote.

Meeting Minutes:  moved, sec-
onded, and approved by voice vote.

Resolution, cont.
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  Jerry Gar-
son reported $1,018 received for 

$1,835 for a net balance of –$817.  
The most recent expenses were for 
our annual insurance, $607.  Bank 
balance of $8,492.

     Public hearing on Friedson’s 

-
ent approach.  April 18, afternoon 
session.  Civic Fed has supported 
County Executive proposal to fund 

Link in the chat for how to sign up; 
doing so can give an idea to Council 
of general public support.  Sample 
letter in April newsletter (p. 11) if 
people want to use that to support 
the position.  Strong letter from 

MoCo Countryside Alliance in favor 
of UPC.  Councilmember Berliner 
proposed back in 2016 with same 
alternative proposal.
 Peggy Dennis noted that it 
would be worthwhile to sign up to 
testify for the UPC even if the list 
was really long since it would be an 
indication of interest and support.  
She has done so as an individual 
and Liz Joyce will speak for the 
Civic Fed as such.
     Eric Cathcart said North Hills of 
Sligo is running an event on Sat-
urday, April 15, supporting paper 
shredding and electronics recycling, 
etc., from 10 am to 1 pm.  Good 
chance to clean house responsibly.  
One Montgomery Green is co-spon-
sor.  Venue:  9500 Brunett Ave., SS, 
MD 20901.
     Genevieve McDowell.  Friends 
of Forest Glen Street Fest – 4/29. 
3-7.

 Our speaker was Rich Ma-
daleno, who formerly was a State 
Senator from MoCo and an expert 
on State budgets has been serving 

the County since summer 2020.  He 
began by giving an overview of the 
County revenues and expense items 
that go into budget planning.
 County revenues come over-
whelmingly from income tax and 
property tax.  The State  mandates 
all counties have income tax set 
between 2.5-3.2% which is basi-

tax is 11.5 cents per $100 of value 
and the County tax is 99 cents and 
there are several other smaller taxes 
like recordation taxes on new home 
loans and transfer taxes on sales.  
During  earlier days, recordation 
and transfer taxes covered a large 

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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chunk of the budget but that has 
gone down recently as the County is 
largely built out and higher interest 
rates have reduced real estate sales.  

Virginia, for instance, charges a car 
tax that, for a two-car family, may 
be close to or above MoCo’s rate. 
D.C. has a low residential property 
rate due to high business revenues.

FY Budget Proposals
    
police, social service, roads, etc.)
     Record funding for MCPS and 
fully funds MoCo College request
     Climate change and environ-
mental initiative (replace diesel 
buses with electric, be carbon-free 
by 2035, etc.); recognized as nation-
al and global leader in area.

     Economic development and 
workforce training—adding small 

in business communities to see how 
we can help.
    
Want to refund County OPC to help 
individuals and community groups 
in decisions by Planning Board. 
     Support community partners.
     Use racial equity/climate change 
lenses to looks at budget decisions.

Budget Pressures
    
fuel, service contracts.
     Ending of COVID emergency 
funding.  Had been getting federal 
dollars to help and we are working 
on how much it will cost us to pick 
those up.  We do matches on the 
state EITC to help lower-income 
families; this program is very ef-

fective.
     Increased demands for services.  
Fire; medical (MoCO has the oldest 
population in the region), popula-

challenge with numbers down by 
thousands across the entire region.  
Hiring is very competitive and we 
are paying a $20,000 bonus, which 
has been a big help.  We want to 
stay towards the top to get the best 
people. We’re investing in technol-

to help direct human responders.  
     Competitive labor market in 
many other areas.  Nurses, for in-
stance, are needed in many capaci-
ties and there is lots of competition 
and recovery from being over-ex-
tended during COVID.
     About 40,000 total employees 
in County-wide services in often 

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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very challenging situations.  School 
system is still dealing with COVID 

Soliciting  Community Input
     Have held eight community hy-
brid forums in all areas of County, 
including one in Spanish and one in 
Chinese.

Reserves
     Have been working on push-
ing up reserve amounts, goal was 
10% (had been at 7%, they are now 
at 14%).  They are holding some of 
that surplus to help meet the expec-
tation there might be at least a mild 
recession to avoid severe impacts.  
The projections are FY 2025 are 
pushing up again and there is a 
lot of pent-up demand waiting for 
interest rates to decline.  When that 

happens, we do expect that will 
push up recordation tax revenues 
again.  They have requests in to the 
U.S. for $200 million in COVID re-
imbursements which will again help 
with pushing up reserves when (and 
if) received).

School Budget
     One of the biggest areas they 
are looking at increasing is for the 
school budget. There have been real 
issues from COVID impacts and 
the need to compete on salary for 

for starting salaries and that sets a 
mark we have to compete against.  
The school system is asking for 
$296 million more to cover teacher 
salaries, new buildings, special ser-
vices, etc.
     When he started being involved, 
MoCo had less than 100,000 stu-
dents, of whom about 95% white 

and most middle-class.  We now 
have a much larger, more diverse, 
and more challenging student body 
but rates have dropped from $1.50 
to $.99 per $100.  State law allows 
for a supplemental property tax 
only for schools and that’s what 
is being proposed.  Total dollars 
have gone up, but the amount per 

adjusted, is steady or gone down.
     We have the largest number of 
students by far in the state.  On a 
per-student basis, our rate is below 
Baltimore County, Howard County, 
Baltimore City, and Anne Arundel 
County; with the proposal we would 
still be behind Howard and Balti-
more Counties.
     This would be the largest ever 
school budget at $3.2 billion and 
would easily meet the State Mainte-

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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us more for Early Care and Educa-
tion Initiative; universal pre-K, etc.

Other Support Programs
     Targeted outreach to needful 
populations; funding increases for 
health initiatives.  Experimenting 
with Guaranteed Income Pilot Pro-
gram (no-strings money grants).
     Mental Health services—
schools, crisis center, 
     Working Families Income 
Supplement (match to federal EITC, 
and state EITC).

Environmental Sustainability; Cli-
mate Change

Transportations and Transit
     Making streets safe for all users 
(drive, walk, bike).

     In Virginia, all roads are state 
roads; in Maryland, most roads are 
locally maintained and come out 
of our budget.  Virginia local ar-
eas do get stuck with a lot of mass 
transit costs (but state allows them 
to charge tax for that).  Again, the 
point is each state sets up its tax 

    -
cials to review entire inventory for 

top of parking lots, etc.—since there 
is so little free space left to build on.

Economic Development
     U. Md. Institute for Health 
Computing—working with several 

be building life sciences building 
across from Pike and Rose.  Look-

ing at being the “Silicon Valley” of 
Health Care with tie-ins to NIH and 
FDA for better health care and boon 
to local businesses.
     Funding for Economic Dev. 
Corp., Econ. Dev. Fund, East Coun-
ty campus.

Public Safety
     Noting points above.  Also work-
ing on increasing investment on 

-
vices.

Libraries
     Working to increase Spanish/

librarians.

Recreation
     Keeping our facilities free to 
increase use and residents’ health.

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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Community Partners
    
them get funding.

Elections
     Working on election support, 
funding Public Elections Fund; try 
to make it easier and cheaper to 
vote, not harder.

M-NCPPC
     Supporting Commission, parks.  
We are looking to fund the OPC.

 There were questions on all 
areas of the program:

Crime in Silver Spring and County-
wide
 They are doing a lot includ-

for OT for weekends, and nights; 
more technology including using 
that area as the pilot for the drone 
technology.  Numbers have been 
coming down recently but this is 
both a national and regional issues.  
With police numbers down region-
wide, it impacts everyone’s ability 
to control crime; so even if we can 

from D.C. if they are still short, etc.  
Virginia has similar issues in Tyson.
 We have been working with 
businesses that stay open all night 
to develop security plans and hold 
them accountable.  It was also 
noted that the drone program does 

-
ate and they will be used in limited 
downtown areas and won’t interfere 

Property Tax Increase
 What will it be used for?  

Schools have made a “one-time ask” 
for $296 million.  There will be a lot 
of dialogue between the County and 
the school board about account-
ability, etc. to make sure “one-time” 
isn’t a regular thing.  Three of the 
7 school board members are up for 
election next year so they will have 
that in mind.  It was noted that 
the energy tax had been in place 
for about a decade even though it 
was supposed to be temporary.  In 
response, Madaleno again noted the 
variety of taxing approaches and 
that, based on a recent study, MoCo 
is the lowest total business taxa-
tion in the region and tax burdens 
in MoCo not as high as elsewhere in 
the state and locally for both house-
holds and businesses.

A follow-up question asked, “Why 
didn’t we see it coming?  The an-

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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swer noted several factors includ-
ing how the transfer and recorda-
tion tax revenues had been limited 
recently.  We also are a very high-
income county but we are limited 
in what can be charged there so 
we forced back to the property tax 
revenues, especially when the stock 
market decline cut back on capital 
gains taxes.  The  State has also im-
posed  more funding tasks (i.e., for 
second language kids, disabled) that 
push up costs. 

Budgeting information in general 
is available at the County website.  
Gives a great deal of information 
about all of the budget issues.  Not 
too much discussion this year on 
Capital Improvement issues since 
those are usually put into the even-

year budgets.  Only relatively minor 
amendments this year.

 In response to a question about 
growing levels of employees, Ma-
daleno noted that, in many cases, 

had been covered by contractual 
employees in recent years.  Use of 
such persons had actually resulted 
in more turnover and other issues 
that added costs in the long run.  It 
lowered “personnel” costs but not 
overall costs.  He noted they have 
also been hiring for the BRT pro-
gram, expanded library hours with 

go with that.  At that, we still have 

as much as a 10% vacancy rate.

 After Madaleno ended his 
presentation and left, there was 
free discussion on the issues.  Most 
of the discussion did focus on 
the property tax and school bud-
get questions including whether 
increased amounts going to the 
school system had actually resulted 

that increased taxes would have 
on homeowners in the area.  It was 
noted that people should pay atten-
tion to the School Board elections to 
make sure candidates were elected 
who really would take a hard look 
at these issues and a strong sense 
that there did need to be attention 
to both the costs and the spending 
being proposed. It was also noted 
that half of the County budget goes 
to schools and there needed to be a 
better understanding of the School 

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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Board’s accountability for its con-
trol of those funds.  The nature of 
the changing school population 
could also create impacts far beyond 
overall country population statis-
tics.  Another comment noted that 
MoCo did not require its retired 
employees to transfer to Medicare 
as most jurisdictions do and those 

push up out costs.

Environment
     The chain of custody bill on arti-

and had  a good Senate committee 
hearing but never got brought to a 
vote.  We’ll be back next year.
Public Safety

    
as to late-night activities were noted 
but there are daytime issues like 
carjackings, too.  Need cops out vis-
ibly patrolling to keep that down.
Legislation
     Peggy Dennis will do wrap-up 
for newsletter [see page 14].
     It was again urged that people 
sign up to oppose the Friedson leg-
islation  and support the OPC [see 
testimony on page 5 through page 
13].
Transportation
     The Purple Line is now slated 
for late 2026.
     There was a reference to the new 
bike lanes on Old Georgetown Road 
and whether they were pushing 

other roads so the overall impact 

Civic Federation Generally
     It was again noted that we 
needed more people to participate 
on the committees, volunteer for 

     Peggy Dennis, who is head-
ing the Awards committee for the 
Annual Banquet noted that we 
still needed nomination for those 
awards and we’d like to try to meet 
in person.  Alan Bowser noted that 
we can probably use American 
Legion hall in downtown Silver 
Spring.

Adjournment:  Video recording 
ended and meeting adjourned at 
9:53 p.m.  

April Mtg. Minutes, cont.
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Minutes of the April 24 Online MCCF Executive Committee Meeting

By Karen Cordry, Recording Secre-
tary

Attendance:  Alan Bowser, Karen 
Cordry, Liz Joyce, Jerry Garson, 
Peggy Dennis, Jacquie Bokow.

Meeting began at 7:33 p.m.

 The topic for the May 8th gen-
eral meeting is the environment with 
particular note of stormwater and 
tree canopy issues.  The speakers 
need to be picked.  Peggy Dennis will 
chair the meeting.  It was noted that 
DOT and DEP have people dealing 
with stormwater (including back-
yard grants, etc.).  Tree Montgomery 
works on the trees issues and we can 
also check with Conservation Mont-
gomery.

 The June meeting on June 12 is 
our normal date for our presentation 
of awards.  Peggy Dennis has served 
as head of the Awards Committee 
and solicited input in the last news-
letter and to various constituents.  
The nominations will be presented 
to the membership at the May Meet-
ing and voted on there.
The three awards are The Star Cup 
(awarded to the Federation delegate 
or committee performing the most 
outstanding service on behalf of 
MoCo), the Wayne Goldstein Award 
(given to a person or group making 
an outstanding public service con-
tribution to MoCo), and the Sentinel 
Award goes to an individual or group 
(usually outside government) con-
tributing to “good government” at 
the local level.

 Peggy reported on certain nomi-
nation suggestions she had received 
and the group discussed those and 
other names.  See the nominations 
for these awards on page 15.
 The June Meeting will be held 
at the American Legion Post #41 at 
8110 Fenton Street (enter from the 
street-level parking lot) in downtown 
Silver Spring.  The cost will be $400.  
We will have a cash bar and provide 
food.  The charge will be $20 for at-
tendees to cover costs.
 Liz Joyce will take care of pur-
chasing the food.  Peggy will work 
with getting the plaques and the Star 
Cup back so the necessary plaques 
and engraving can be done.  The 
event will run from 7:00–9:00 pm.  
[See the “Save the Date” on page 14.]
 We will see if County Executive 
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April ExCom Minutes, cont.

Marc Elrich and U.S. Representa-
tive Jamie Raskin can be with us as 
presenters/speakers.

 After substantial discussions 
and, in light of the repeated solici-
tation of those interested in being 

that the following slate for the up-
-

ed for voting on at the May Meeting:

President
 Alan Bowser
First Vice President
 Peggy Dennis
Second Vice President
 Elizabeth Joyce
Recording Secretary

 Karen Cordry
Treasurer
 Jerry Garson.

(See page 14 for details.)
 It was agreed that the year 
coming up will be critical on many 
issues for the County and that there 

increase neighborhood involvement 
and membership in MCCF.  That is 
an area that Peggy Dennis will be 
working on (and has already made 
contracts with the Regional Service 
Centers to get updated information 
on community associations and to 
work on better communications both 
ways with them).
 There was also discussion about 
trying to get back to some form of 
hybrid meeting structure with in-
person meetings combined with a 
virtual option.  We will be looking 

at options for this over the summer 
as well as investigating better mem-
bership software, which Liz Joyce is 
investigating.

 The main issue at this point 
before the County is the property 
tax increase proposal.  It has been 
described as a one-time increase but 

going forward.  There were a number 
of concerns raised about the level 
of oversight/supervision (or lack 
thereof) for current spending.  Alan 
will draft a resolution to express our 
concerns about the size of the pro-

-
trols on spending.  (See the resolu-
tion on page 17.)
 It was further noted that the 
Council is presently involved in 
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selecting a new permanent chair and 
members for the Planning Board.  
Of the Chair nominees, it seemed 
likely that Pete Fosselman and Hans 
Riemer were probably in the lead, 
with the NAACP having endorsed 
Riemer.  Other groups are likely to 
be opposing him and we have our 
own concerns with his actions over 
the years.  Liz will be drafting a letter 
to discuss those concerns and will 
circulate it.

 Unchanged since this month’s 
General Meeting.

April ExCom Minutes, cont.
 Resolution will go in, MCCF tes-

update on state legislation, article on 
June program, article about Thrive’s 

Adjournment:  The meeting ad-
journed at  9:00 p.m.  


