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Federation Meeting #974
Monday, May 11, 2026

7:00 p.m.
Online Zoom Meeting

 1. Call to Order/Introductions

 2. Approval of Agenda

 3. Approval of Minutes:  April 
General Meeting  

 4. Treasurer’s Report

 5. Announcements

 6. May Program:  A Town Hall 
on Data Centers and AI  p.5

 7. Committee Reports

 8. Old Business

 9. New Business

 10. Adjournment

About MCCF Meetings

 All monthly MCCF meetings 
are open to the public.  They are 
held on the second Monday of each 
month, September through June.
 
held online via Zoom (see page 3 
for program) at 7:00 p.m.:
     To be part of the video confer-

visit the Zoom website 
to download the program for your 
phone or computer.
     Date and Time:  Monday, May 11, 
2026, 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time.
     To join the Zoom meeting from 
your browser, use this link.
     To participate by phone (audio 
only), call 301.715.8592.  The meet-
ing ID is .  No pass-
word is required.
 We hope you will join us!  
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President’s Monthly Letter to MCCF Delegates and Members

Dear Delegates and Members,
 This week, the Council PHP 
Committee once again rejected fund-

lapsed and has not been renewed 
since 2011.  County Executive El-
rich’s budget recommended funding 
this year, as he has done for at least 
the last 5 years.  The vote before 
the Council PHP Committee today 

Gonzalez voted against funding the 

voted in favor of restoring funding.

defunded due to budget constraints 
in 2011.
 The OPC was established 
through legislation proposed by 

former County Executive Ike Leggett 
when he was on the Council.  The 
purpose of the OPC is to protect the 
public interest and promote a full 
and fair presentation of relevant is-
sues in land use cases in the County.  
The People’s Counsel, appointed by 
the County Council, can participate 
as a party in certain land use cases 
and can provide technical assistance 
to residents on land use procedures 
and regulations.  The decision mak-
ers stay the same—the Planning 
Board and the Council.  The OPC 
provides invaluable technical as-
sistance and counseling to residents 
and may take a position before the 
Board or Council on land use pro-
posals with recommendations in the 
public interest, like environmental 
or racial equity concerns. 
 Our partner under MNCPPC, 

Prince George’s County, has statu-
tory language and funding providing 
a People’s Counsel in state law, but 

supported two years ago by Senator 
Kramer to provide equal treatment 
to Montgomery County residents 
under state law was defeated after 
strong opposition led by Council-

-
zalez and state delegates Lily Qi and 
Julie Palakovich-Carr.  It is worth 

state have an OPC and Montgomery 
County, the largest county, does not. 
 The County mandatory racial eq-

-
mended full funding of the current 
statute and noted that communities 
of color and low-income residents 
are most in need of this help as 
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wealthier neighborhoods have the 
resources to hire lawyers.
 I am sure you are all aware that 
we have navigated complex and 
highly technical processes and rules 
around land use proposals that 
would have had major impacts on 
neighborhoods, the built environ-

and we have had to do it on our own.  

public participation by conducting 
more business behind closed doors, 
refusing to hold a hearing on BRT as 
required by law, appointing a Coun-
cilmember to an elected position 
behind closed doors, and standing 
by while Planning withholds impor-
tant information under the MPIA, to 
name just a few issues.

 We have very little support on 
the Council for the OPC.  At our 

candidates in November, Council-
member Glass also said he would not 

for a People’s Counsel for Planning 

-
struction allowance for Silver Branch  
Brewery to open in the Wheaton HQ 

getting rent abatement for over 18 
months!
 We may be able to raise the issue 
again before the full Council.  I am 
considering our options for a strat-
egy.
 I wish I had better news.  We 

will discuss this more at our May 
meeting.  I am attaching a letter that 

on funding the OPC. 
 Thank you for your advocacy on 

association’s support and member-

success.
 We will meet by Zoom on May 11 
at 7:00 p.m. and I am working on a 
speaker on data centers.
 Our June 7 meeting will be our 
annual awards dinner at Los Chor-
ros restaurant (2420 Blueridge 
Avenue) in Silver Spring.  Watch for 
an invitation later this week and an 
announcement of this year’s award-
ees.  It will be a great event.
 —Cheryl Gannon  

Dear Delegates, cont.
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Required Background Reading on Data Centers Before the May MCCF Meeting

For background information, read 
the following articles on data cen-

Mother Jones Magazine articles 

How the American Oligarchy 

The AI boom is fueling a literal and 
metaphorical power grab by tech 
billionaires—and forcing a reckon-
ing.

-

Killed a Pioneering Data Center 
Moratorium
Janet Mills vetoed a statewide con-
struction pause, citing the potential 
of 100 permanent jobs.

Maine Said No to New Data 
-

At least 12 more legislatures are 
weighing bills to halt grid-killing AI 
development.

rethinking tax breaks for an opaque 
industry.

-

When a data center proposal 
popped up on the Muscogee Reser-
vation, these activists fought to stop 
it.  Their work isn’t over yet.

How the data center boom plunged 
one small Pennsylvania town into 
chaos.

21, 2026
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Just convince a nearby city to annex 
the land.

2026

Power companies are already build-
ing more fossil fuel infrastructure 
than data centers likely need.

-

The advertisements tout jobs, clean 
energy, and lower bills, but skepti-
cism is in order.

The senator says his new bill would 
give lawmakers time to “ensure that 
AI is safe.”

-

The facilities suck up land, water, 
and power—driving up prices for 
all—and many locals are fed up.

The Data Center Building Boom 
-

tance
These New Mexicans have serious 
water issues—and concerns about 
a proposed new $165 billion data 
complex.

2025

-

is great.  But what about the thirsty 
power plants they rely on?

  

Data Center Info, cont.
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Nominating Committee Report for 2026:  Slate of Officer Candidates, Procedures

 The following is the slate of 

procedure for nominations from the 

 The Nominating Committee 
(Joe Harkins, Chair; Liz Joyce, Ken 
Markison, Jay Elvove, Sherri Weiss, 
Members) recommends the follow-
ing individuals to serve as Elected 

2028 terms.  Below, the Committee 
provides a brief “bio” for each candi-
date on the slate.

 Linda Nemec is an entrepreneur 
and former CEO of Acute Incite, a 

-
tion and adaptive management.  
She retired in 2025 and advises the 

workforce training in AI tools.  Over 
her career, Linda held leadership 
roles at Sprint (in Moscow), Accen-
ture, and international development 

DAI, and Dexis, focusing on analy-
sis, problem solving, and business 
development.  Linda currently serves 

she has been actively engaged in 

use, development, and transporta-

to provide neighborhood input on a 
large apartment development and 

community engagement through 
increased recruitment, clear com-
munication, and meeting facilita-

-

 Cheryl Gannon has extensive 
advocacy expertise, having spent 30 
years as a federal lobbyist for non-

She also held Board positions on two 
federal Political Action Committees 
(PACs) and a statewide PAC.  Cheryl 
has volunteered in numerous local 
political campaigns, as well as in 
Woodside Civic Association.  Now, 
Cheryl is completing two years as 

advocacy, and assisted member as-
sociations to be heard on a variety of 
issues, including problematic hous-
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ing and land use issues.  Cheryl has 
the ability to support the new Presi-
dent while also continuing with the 
advocacy and programing work of 

-

 A long-time Montgomery County 
resident, community activist, and 
Delegate for Saratoga Village Neigh-
bors, Liz Joyce has served in many 
roles, most recently as Second Vice 

Planning and Land Use Committee.  

before the Maryland General As-
sembly, Montgomery County Coun-
cil, and County Planning Board.  A 
professional writer, Liz has contrib-
uted analyses and position papers 
on a variety of issues of concern to 

Vice President, Communications, for 
the Women’s National Democratic 
Club.  She is a past president of the 
Montgomery County Commission 
for Women and Montgomery County 
NOW.  Currently, Liz serves as a 
member of the Board of the Mary-
land Legislative Agenda for Women.

 Alan Bowser is an attorney 
practicing in Montgomery County 
for more than 30 years.  His areas 
of expertise include family law, 
small business counseling, and 
wills, trusts, and estates.  Alan also 
held several senior positions in the 
Executive Branch of the federal 

U.S. House of Representatives.  In 
Montgomery County, Alan served 

County Council, and in Annapolis, 

he served in a similar position for 
-

ning as Delegate for Park Hills Civic 
Association, Alan was President for 
four years, in part during the COVID 
crisis, and for the last two years, he 
served as Secretary.

-
lic Accountant.  He is a long-time 
resident of Regency Estates and has 
held the Treasurer role of its civic 
association (RECA) since it was 
reorganized.  Jerry has served as the 

Chair of the Transportation Com-
mittee for more than 15 years.  Over 
the last two years, Jerry has worked 
extensively with the RECA president 
and Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC) to begin re-

Slate of Officers, cont.
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pairs to some 95 percent of failing 
sewers in his neighborhood.

 In addition, Article VI, Section 

procedure for nominations from 

Delegate may make a nomination 

to move forward, requires “seconds” 
-

that have nominations of candidates 
from both the slate developed by the 

would then proceed to a contested 
election.  

Slate of Officers, cont. Early Voting Begins June 11

 The following are the locations 
of the Early Voting sites for the Early 
Voting for the 2026 Gubernatorial 
Primary Election which will oc-
cur from Thursday June 11, 2026, 
through Thursday, June 18, 2026 
(including Saturday and Sunday) 

     

 Gaithersburg MD 20877
     Bauer Drive Community 

Recreation Center
 14625 Bauer Drive
 Rockville MD 20853
     -

reation Center
 25520 Oak Dr
 Damascus MD 20872
     -

 101 Monroe St

 Rockville MD 20850
     

Recreation Center
 18905 Kingsview Rd
 Germantown MD 20874 
     

Recreation Center
 4301 Willow Ln
 Chevy Chase MD 20815
     -

nity Recreation Center
 14906 Old Columbia Pike
 Burtonsville MD 20866
     Mid-County Community 

Recreation Center
 2004 Queensguard Rd
 Silver Spring MD 20906
     -

tomac Community Recre-
ation Center

 13850 Travilah Road
 Rockville MD 20850
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     Potomac Community Recre-
ation Center

 Potomac MD 20854
     

Station
 The Ballroom
 17921 Brooke Road
 Sandy Spring MD 20860
     
 1 Veterans Plaza
 Silver Spring MD 20910
     -

munity Recreation Center
 11701 Georgia Ave
 Wheaton MD 20902
     -

reation Center
 1700 April Lane
 Silver Spring MD 20904
Primary Election Day is Tuesday, 

  

Early Voting Sites, cont. WMCCA Urges Council to Eliminate Bus Depot in SPA

 [The following letter was sent 
by the West Montgomery County 
Citizens Association to the County 
Council concerning the proposed 
MCPS Bus Depot in a Special Pro-
tection Area (SPA).]

April 28, 2026

Dear County Council Members:
 It was a shock to learn that on 
April 14, 2026, you voted to approve 
a bus depot (7-4) at the corner of 
Shady Grove Road and Cavanaugh 

no public notice of MCPS’s designa-
tion of the site as a bus depot.  MCPS 
did not hold public hearings or meet 
with the community.  Other budget 
documents avoid any direct mention 
of this property.  Despite the lack 
of notice, MCPS has approved this 

site in its current CIP budget.  The 
County Council concluded its budget 
hearings, including this proposal, 
long before the public even learned 
of it.  We commend the four Council 
Members who voted to eliminate the 
Bus Depot from the CIP:  Andrew 

and Marilyn Balcombe.
 The site is part of the upper 
Piney Branch watershed designated 
a Special Protection Area (SPA).  
SPAs are areas of unusually sensitive 
water resources (i.e., high-quality 
streams, sensitive wetlands, steep 
slopes, and soils prone to erosion) 
and other environmental features 
and where those resources are 
threatened by land use changes 
(such as development) unless ex-
traordinary or special protective 
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measures are taken.  The 12.1-acre 
site is heavily forested and consid-

as designated by Maryland’s De-
partment of Natural Resources.  A 
bus depot would require extensive, 

years, the community has been led to 
believe (via signage at the site) that 
this would be the home of a future 
school.

 Piney Branch Special Protection 
Area (SPA) was established in 1994.  
This SPA includes the Serpentine 
Barrens Conservation Park South 
Unit.  Serpentine communities are 
considered one of the State’s rar-
est natural resources, and one of 

the most unusual sets of natural 
communities in the eastern North 
America temperate forest region.  
WMCCA was instrumental in the 
extensive process that led to SPA 
designation for Piney Branch.  There 
are only four such sensitive water-
sheds in Montgomery County.  The 
largest and most well-known SPA 
is in the Ten Mile Creek watershed.   
The need to protect water quality 
in these high-quality streams led to 
creating extraordinary standards 
for any development, including 
placing severe limits on impervious 
surface levels.  A 12-acre parking lot 
replacing dense forest does not fall 
within these water quality protection 
standards.  In fact, it is a complete 
violation of standards for our drink-
ing water supplies.

County Council was unaware of the 

water quality standards applied to 
this portion of Piney Branch.  The 
County Council approved all SPAs 
and created policies applicable to 
them.  What is the sense of making 

WMCCA supports issues raised by 
adjacent civic associations but we 
believe the SPA status overrides all 
other concerns.
 During the reconciliation pro-
cess, you have an opportunity to 
right this egregious decision.  We 
urge you to remove  bus depot pro-
posal from the budget.

Respectfully submitted,

Ginny Barnes
Environmental Chair
West Montgomery County Citizens 
Association
www.wmcca.org  

WMCCA and SPAs, cont.
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MCCF General Meeting #973 Minutes of April 13, 2026

By Alan Bowser, Secretary
[Video Link here.]

   President 
Cheryl Ganon called the meeting to 
order at 7:05 p.m.

   
The agenda was approved.

   
The minutes of the March General 
Meeting were approved.

   Trea-
surer Jerry Garson reported a bank 

 
Water and Sewerage Infra-

Water provided an overview of 

Montgomery County’s water and 
sewerage infrastructure.
       Approxi-
mately 41% of water pipes and 46% 
of sewer pipes in the system are over 
50 years old.  WSSC is utilizing a 

-
ing to prioritize replacements before 
failures occur.
     Capital Improvements Program 

reduction aimed at staying within 
revenue goals and managing rate 
impacts.
       
Glenn Diaz detailed the recent repair 
of a 30-inch sewer main in German-
town.  The repair involved replacing 
110 feet of pipe and was completed 
by April 5th with minimal disruption 
to the local elementary school.

      Topics included 
the national supply chain issue 

-
fordability compared to regional 
neighbors, and concerns regarding 
the environmental impact of data 
centers on the Potomac River.

 -

appointment of the Nominations 
Committee, chaired by Joe Harkins.  

will be reported at the May meeting.  
(See page 7.)

 
  Announced for Sunday, 

June 7, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. at Los 
Chorros restaurant in Silver Spring.



mccf CIVIC
FEDERATION

NEWS
top

 
  President Gannon 

discussed a statement of support 
regarding a resident’s appeal against 
the M-NCPPC.  The commission re-
cently denied access to master plan 
survey data, classifying master plans 
as “research projects” exempt from 

-

to public transparency.

   The meet-
ing was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

April Minutes, cont.
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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes April 30, 2026

By Alan Bowser, Secretary

   The meet-
ing was called to order by President 
Cheryl Gannon at 7:00 p.m.

   
Cheryl Gannon, Elizabeth Joyce, 
Joyce Gwardz, Joe Harkins, Ken 
Markison.

   
The Annual Awards Dinner will take 
place on June 7, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 
at the Los Chorros Restaurant in 

per person.  All Board members are 
requested to sell 3-5 tickets in order 
to meet budget.

   Members 
discussed procedures for this year’s 

President, 2nd Vice President, Secre-

the same election software that was 
used for last year’s election.

   
Members discussed speakers for the 
May program on data centers.

   Newsletter 
articles and information should be 
provided as soon as possible.

   The meet-
ing was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  


