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About MCCF Meetings

 All monthly MCCF meetings 
are open to the public.
held on the second Monday of each 

 The February meeting will 
be held online via Zoom

    -
 

to download the program for your 

    -

    

    
-

-
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MCCF Welcomes County Executive Marc Elrich to February 13th Online Meeting

 Montgomery County Executive 

-

his candid and thoughtful analysis of 

-

Elrich outlined his resolutions for 

-

of lower-income individuals and 
families into the area in the years 

for the County, also registered as 

adequate to address what’s happen-

Green Energy front, Elrich said four 

-
tection Agency will launch an electri-

-

 He also addressed concerns 

Kramer’s proposal to revamp that 
group and encourage more transpar-

of Health Computing was cited as a 
new milestone for the County and a 

-

-

Elrich also expressed his optimism 

solution that does not include pro-
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 As he wrapped up his report 

County will see continued progress, 

 Marc Elrich was elected as Mont-

-
gomery County Council as an at-

-

he was the chief sponsor of several 
County minimum wage in coordina-

legislation that will eventually in-

-

the County to address Montgomery’s 
transportation and environmen-

-

developers pay for a greater share 

schools and transportation solu-

-
posed development that would have 
threatened the health of Montgom-

 View the County Executive’s New 

February Program, cont.
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County Exec. Welcomes Historic Council, Touts Covid Response, Economy, Emphasizes 
Affordable Housing, Combatting Climate Change, Promoting Equity in His Second Term

 Marc Elrich was sworn-in to 
his second four-year term as the 

-

-
ing a historic Montgomery County 
government Inauguration ceremony 

from nine to eleven, with the most 

most racially and ethnically diverse 
View 

 County Executive Elrich ex-
pressed appreciation to his fellow 

-

the County Executive expressed 
economic optimism, expansion of 

investment in infrastructure, as well 

climate change, produce more af-

-

County Council, the County’s Gener-
-

ing administration of Governor-Elect 

Aruna Miller, as well as the County’s 
Congressional delegation on policies, 
solutions, and funding priorities for 

none of us could have predicted 

pandemic, an economic disruption, 
an attempted insurrection, and so 

I was determined that was not go-

County death rate from Covid was 
only two-thirds of the national aver-
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in this nation had the same results 

-

partners who helped us reach deeper 

to achieve high rates of vaccination 

or institution; it was accomplished 
-

sponse to this unprecedented health 

have far more tools to use if we need 
-

us when we emerged from the worst 

 Besides the County’s Covid 
response and recovery, Elrich also 
noted the following successes of his 

    

     Launching one of the nation’s 
most aggressive Climate Action 

    -

    
     Historic investments in educa-
tional funding, housing, early child-

     Increase in service delivery col-
-

     Fairly compensating County em-

     Eliminating unnecessary regula-

    

    
-

increasing resources, training, and 

    -

starting up a new Montgomery Col-

continued in his second Inaugural 

ago, we announced a new partner-

CE Inauguration, cont.
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system to create an Institute for 
Health Computing in North Bethes-

will provide leading edge computing, 
data visualization, and AI research 

system and population data from the 

With our proximity to federal re-
-

life science and advanced computing 
companies, something very impor-

economic future of this County from 

allow well-funded political forces to 

dictate a manufactured, false, and 

are now aligning for a renaissance 
-

dation that this County has always 

system with a highly educated and 

continued policy approaches and 
-

-
ing equity to all residents and neigh-

-

the County Executive outlined a 
three-pronged approach to preserve, 

-

-
ing the tens of thousands County 
residents who are severely rent 

announced the following upcoming 

    
increase the County supply of af-

-

     Legislation that requires no net 

     Legislation that replaces the 

required from new development and 

    

CE Inauguration, cont.
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are at a tipping point and Mont-
gomery County has spent too long 
in fantasyland when it comes to 

policies won’t create the housing we 
need, and the math simply doesn’t 

come close to meeting existing and 

 County Executive Elrich also 
called for a greater sense of urgency 

for the passage of polices that allow 
the County to achieve the Climate 

committed to the following solutions 

    

    
-

     Expand the collection of food 
waste Countywide and move to com-

     Expand the implementation of 

     Financially assist marginalized 

climate change to transition to clean 

    

climate change, where the news only 
gets worse, and yet the world dithers 

will not stop this impending disas-

today, the County passed the most 
aggressive climate goals in the coun-

progress, including climate deniers, 
-

-

CE Inauguration, cont.
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need success stories to show we can 
-

-
nomic and educational prosperity 
must come through an emphasis on 

Elrich highlighted the following 

focus of the County government over 

    

Policies in the County, including 

    

police interactions have a dispropor-

     Create a restoration center to 
divert more people from the criminal 

     Increase focus on polices to ex-

     Equity perspective applied to all 

     Building Montgomery County 
East County academic center of 
Montgomery College will open new 

moving too fast and King responded 

gone and for almost every metric of 

ownership, income, educational at-
-

racism and inequalities permeate 

partners in the state, as this is a pri-

many goals in common and there’s 

concluded Elrich in his Inaugural 

I recognize I don’t have magical 
powers and sometimes I can’t do 

-

CE Inauguration, cont.
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-
quires you to defend the institutions, 

ways of doing things, I am not afraid 
-

ing as a confession of errors, I see 

I am appreciative of all those who 
helped us get to where we are today 

in our County, and the path we are 

CE Inauguration, cont. Elrich Releases Recommended FY 24 Capital Budget and 
Amendments to FY 23–28 Capital Improvement Program

County Executive Marc Elrich 
-

Budget and Amendments to the 
FY23-28 Capital Improvement Pro-

the previously approved capital 

-

meet the County’s CIP amendment 
criteria or are necessary to address 

-
-

mended FY24 Capital Budget and 
amended FY23-28 Capital Improve-

of opportunities to leverage sig-

of prioritizing education and core 
infrastructure improvements while 
considering racial equity and cli-

-

Without more funding, we are 
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community we want for our resi-

    -

six years

authorizations is recommended 

    -

 |  Funding recommended for 
-

Crown, Damascus, Einstein, 
-

as well as planning costs for a future 

-
-

ect to facilitate redevelopment of 

modernization of warehouse facili-

    

-

    
preservation of Naturally Occurring 

-

    

-

-

    
Wheaton Arts and Cultural Center 

Montgomery Housing Partnership’s 
-

a new arts center in the Wheaton 
Arts and Entertainment District
 |  MHP will develop the former 

FY 24 Capital Budget, cont.
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-

-
-

performance spaces, classrooms, 

    

 |  Additional funding to provide 
a full upgrade of the County’s recy-

 |  Funding for planning and 
design of a new transit maintenance 
depot to accommodate an expanded 

 |  Funding for new HVAC sys-
-

ing, the Judicial Center, and the 

    
 |  Activities to locate a site and 

a new depot in place prior to the 
expiration of the Nicholson lease to 

the introduction of Flex, Extra, and 

     Lactation rooms in all County 

assess all County-owned and -leased 
facilities, as well as improvements 

-

    

the Housing Opportunities Com-

mixed-income, multigenerational, 

provide HOC with half the request-
ed funds to demolish their current 

loans will also support the demoli-

Water sewer and storm line im-

 As part of the FY23–28 two-year 
-

-

FY 24 Capital Budget, cont.
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to consider the racial equity and 

conducted training and provided 
technical assistance to departments 

In addition, racial equity was con-

-

-
ent approaches to implementing 

-

that have the greatest potential to 
advance racial equity and social 

increase for the preservation of 

Wellness Centers in the highest 
need schools; the Wheaton Arts and 

Montgomery Connects grant fund-

housing complexes; school con-
-

Latino, and low-income students; 

   

FY 24 Capital Budget, cont. Largest-Ever Construction 
Development of Deeply Af-
fordable Housing in Mont-
gomery County Breaks 
Ground in Silver Spring

[Press Release January 20, 2023]

is the largest new construction, af-

Montgomery County and includes 

community will colocate rental and 
homeownership housing options and 

-
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on six acres, with excellent access 
to schools, shopping, employment 

-

-
-

gomery County issued a request for 

reduced property taxes through 

transaction to close despite dramatic 

-
ative solutions to our long-standing 

in my recent inaugural address, 

forward and that it includes hom-
eownership options for low-income 

-

ownership opportunities, and I’m 
-

want to express my deep apprecia-

this happen, including, of course, the 

the strong support of the County 

-

garden-style condominiums in two 
-

-

percent of the Area Median Income 

-

-
-

eowners participate in the construc-
tion of their future homes that they 

-

Affordable Housing, cont.
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is to address several primary chal-

-

AHC’s vice president of real estate 

AHC’s mission-aligned partnership 

as well as homeownership opportu-

opportunities for potential new 

truly transformative for our future 
-

ship with AHC and Montgomery 

-

to secure conventional mortgage 

-

-

-

 In addition to large, family-sized 

will include a community center, 

include six electric vehicle charg-
ing stations for residents and will 

electrical infrastructure and roof 
are designed for solar energy panel 

-
-

cessfully competed for a variety of 

and a nearly $24 million loan from 
the Montgomery County Housing 

-

From the Maryland Department of 

Affordable Housing, cont.
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Housing and Community Develop-
-

 Hudson Housing Capital syn-

sources include a construction loan 
from Capital One and a permanent 

team includes Bonstra | Haresign 
-

scape Architects, Johnson Bernat 

Affordable Housing, cont. Overview of Recent State Legislation Worth Supporting

By Peggy Dennis, Legislation Chair

Kramer in response to last autumn’s 

     MC/PG 104-23:  Montgomery 
County—Maryland-National Capi-
tal Park and Planning Commission 
Restructuring Task Force—Estab-
lishment.
     MC/PG 105-23:  The Mont-
gomery County Planning Trust and 
Transparency Act of 2023.  Intro-

recommends that the Civic Federa-

       Environment—Syn-
thetic Turf—Chain of Custody.  

past and hope to spur it through this 

       Open 
Meetings Act—State Ethics Com-
mission.

various open meeting and transpar-

-

       Courts—Strategic 
Lawsuits Against Public Participa-
tion.  Altering the conditions under 
which a lawsuit is considered a 

-

conditions under which a defendant 
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relating to a motion to dismiss an 

 Although the Executive Com-

would recommend that the Civic 
Federation vote to support 
SB00016, Safe Access for All 
(SAFE) Roads Act of 2023.

implement certain design elements 

when developing any construction 
-

or maintenance; and requiring the 

analyses, and plans to the General 

the last several years, this measure 
could help us get closer to our goal 

-

-

Maryland; the County’s Pedestrian, 

-

 If I have my druthers, there are 

Cary Lamari champions this issue 

-

listen to the program on 
archive

-
-

-

explicitly exempt the manufacturer 
-

hundreds or thousands of dollars of 
food and medications if an appliance 

covers freezers and refrigerator under 

State Legislation, cont.
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What Does the Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation (SLAPP) Bill Actually Say?

 [In the Maryland General As-
sembly’s Department of Legislative 
Services’ “Fiscal and Policy Note” 
on House Bill 129, -

-
ticipation, introduced by Delegate 
Samuel (Sandy) Rosenberg, Amy 
Devadas provided the following 
analysis.]

-

the Courts and Judicial Proceed-
-

tions under which a defendant in a 

-

suit, including authorizing a court 
-

to dismiss, requiring a court to rule 
expeditiously on a defendant’s mo-
tion to dismiss, and awards for costs 

    -

    -

    

Bill Summary

-

ment of the person that was done or 
made in furtherance of the person’s 

of petition or free speech in connec-

law or in connection with an issue 
under consideration or review in 

-

-
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the lawsuit and enforcement of an 

interest and the granting of a sig-

need for private enforcement and 
-

the defendant’s status as a seller or 
lessor of goods or services and the 
nature of the defendant’s statement 

-

if the defendant, without constitu-
tional malice, acted in furtherance 

right of petition or free speech 
regarding any matter within the 

 In responding to a motion to 

-

to defeat a motion to dismiss and not 

an order allowing such discovery 

the defendant in responding to the 

motion, the court must award costs 

movant if the court determines that 

frivolous or solely intended to cause 
unnecessary delay, the court may 

-

Current Law

a party who has exercised speci-

rights of free speech in communicat-

within the authority of the govern-

the defendant’s communication; and 
-

SLAPP Bill, cont.
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large if the defendant acts without 
constitutional malice in exercising 

constitutional rights of free speech 
regarding any matter within the au-

suit may move to dismiss the suit or 
move to stay all court proceedings 

defendant communicated to the gov-

 [Read Amy Devadas’ Fiscal 
and Policy Note on House Bill 129 
yourself at https://mgaleg.mary-
land.gov/2023RS/fnotes/bil_0009/
hb0129.pdf.  Keep track of the bill’s 
progress here.]  

SLAPP Bill, cont. Minutes of January 9, 2023, MCCF General Meeting #939

By Karen Cordry, MCCF Recording 
Secretary
 [Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the General Meeting was held via 
Zoom as a virtual meeting.  A total 
of 53 persons attended.]

Call to Order:  Alan Bowser, Presi-
dent, called the Meeting to order at 

through the end of the formal pro-

Approval of Meeting Agenda: 

Approval of December Gen-
eral Meeting Minutes:  Moved, 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jerry Gar-

    

[from Kenwood Condominium and 
was treasurer of the Citizen’s Coordi-
nating Committee on Friendship

    
for candidates for Planning Board; 
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-

updates on the implementation of 
the Blueprint for Maryland’s future, 

Council President Evan Glass who 

 President Glass noted that the 

and in diversity in terms of more 

-
mittee structure in view of the new 

up Planning Housing and Economic 
-

ing much more than other commit-

-
-

Natali Fani-Gonzales and will also 

out of cars, which includes improv-

He also wants to continue to im-

prove transparency in passing and 

-

-
-

drews; the Woodside area that has 
a large Orthodox Jewish population 

these are old issues, some are new 

-

January Minutes, cont.
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ized area isn’t the same as one in the 

our state delegates, not the Coun-

coming up and who they needed to 

-

are some places that are allowed 

-

County to have late-night options 

and whether we should continue 

 Peggy Dennis noted concerns 

and the potential for using the Weed 
-

 Jerry Garson and Allen Myers 

-
tentially creating more cut-through 

-

accidents and deaths in that area, 

how much communication was done 

whether the changes address the real 

 Other topics that were raised 

and a need for more crossing guards 

canopy and forest protection, not-
ing the Planning Board had made 

Environment Committee and he 

funded each year, where do we get 
clarity on what are the priorities and 
how do we push for more funding to 

January Minutes, cont.
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Glass stated that these are ongoing 

transparency issues, including the 

noted that that was done when the 
virtual meetings during COVID 

and he plans to return the times to 

Commission that resulted in the 

Glass didn’t support Kramer’s partic-
ular legislation, he agrees there is a 
need for more analysis on the issues, 
especially on the agency structure in 

He noted there were three vacan-

-

M-NCPPC did he support as an 

noted that all the plans he had voted 

General Plan that was passed long 
-

ation plan that contains no zoning 

-

Glass would commit to supporting it 
this year and that it was a high prior-

Glass noted that there were several 
-

for the agencies to draft implement-

January Minutes, cont.
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that had developed around the Plan-

hadn’t gotten into how to produce 
-

ing and what sort of controls there 

-

 Alan noted that we are always 

Public Safety
    

-

even if they are not theoretically sell-

Public Finance
    

Utilities
     Louis Wilen noted Comcast 

it to Comcast unless you are a cus-

said it wasn’t their equipment and 

-

Legislation
    -

     We should have a spot set on the 

Transportation
     Jerry Garson said there is a push 

service; he’ll write an article for the 

 Adjournment:
recording ended and meeting ad-

January Minutes, cont.
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Civic Federation Leadership for the 2023–2024 Fiscal Year:  Time To Step Up!

-
-

nominations for award recipients, 
evaluating those nominations, and 

during the winter, and much of the 

 First, we need an Awards Com-

-

Alan Bowser, at president@mont-
gomerycivic.org

 In addition, all MCCF delegates 

descriptions of the awards and the 

     The Wayne Goldstein Award 
is awarded to an individual or group 
for outstanding service to the people 

     The Sentinel Award -
The Montgomery 

Sentinel
-

-

     The Star Cup
the Civic Federation and is awarded 
to a delegate or committee of the 

-
ger voice for residents and their civic 

-

     President,
     First Vice President,
    
    
    

Alan Bowser at president@mont-
gomerycivic.org to volunteer to help 
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Minutes of the January Executive Committee Meeting, Jan. 19, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Attendance:  Alan Bowser, Jerry 
Garson, Karen Cordry, Jacquie 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jerry Gar-
son said there was nothing new since 

    -

     For the March meeting, we have 

-

    -
ship has also indicated that it will 

     Peggy Dennis did a run-down 

-
-

meetings act and the state ethics 
commission and on changes to the 

net metering credits for private solar 

requirements for voters, including 

strongly oppose this as a voter sup-

we should have recommendations 
-

in prior years that we had supported 

-
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was agreed that we would support 

and the introduction of a corporate 
-

unclear if it’s going anywhere and 

     Jerry Garson noted that he had 

each of the districts in the MoCo del-

-

for moving forward on these, par-

was noted that the current structure 

would seem normal to do a review at 

them our reasons for supporting the 

representatives since they may have 

     We want to do some serious 

our information on current and po-

     Alan Bowser will do an article 
on the upcoming program and the 

     Peggy Dennis will do an article 
on the ExCom’s legislative recom-

    
an article on transportation issues 

     Alan will also do something on 

    

Adjournment: -

January ExCom Mtg., cont.
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Countywide organization in support 
of our civic associations and home-

we can continue our active advocacy 

maintain the high level of service we 

 We invite the participation of 
you and your organization at our 

Executive Committee and in our 

are many opportunities for your 
delegates to serve as chairs of Civic 

devoted to improving the quality of 
life in Montgomery County, advocat-
ing for improvements in the infra-
structure of the County, and evaluat-

ing and discussing issues of concern 

-

organization which addresses criti-
cal issues across a wide spectrum, 
including land use and planning, 

-

in transportation, environmental, 

-
tions, resolutions, and testimony are 
provided to the County government, 

online here

Become Part of an Active Advocacy Group:  Join the MCCF


