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5 Speakers Discuss MCPS Reports 
At MCFF Meeting in December

Public Schools”—The authors of the 
reports—Sue Richards, Natalia Car-
rizosa, Elaine Bonner-Tompkins, 
Stephanie Bryant, and Aron Tromb-
ka—will speak at the meeting.
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          MoCo Public Schools

          Hunting
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December Program: OLO Re-
ports on the Public Schools

By Paula Bienenfeld, President
 Our December program focuses 

gomery County Public Schools 

sion providing accurate information, 

and recommendations to the County 

 The Program focuses on three 
MCPS 

Revitalization/Expansion Pro-
gram; Memorandum Report:  Excel 
Beyond the Bell, authored by Sue 
Richards and Natalia Carrizosa; 
and 
MCPS Schools
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 We are honored to have the 
authors of all of these reports as our 

 The OLO Memorandum Report:  
Excel Beyond the Bell focuses on 
impacts of an after school program, 

 
MCPS Schools, authored by Elaine 

rizosa, looks at the achievement gap 
by student income and addresses 

to schools to narrow the achieve

Oversight to investigate whether 

resources to its highest poverty 
schools aimed at narrowing the 

“OLO’s review of the data found 

to its highest poverty schools yield-
ing lower class sizes and higher 
personnel costs per student in high-

per student compensation costs 
between high- and low-FARMS 
schools, however, is dampened by 
three trends:  higher teacher sala-
ries in low-FARMS schools, the al-
location of a third of state revenue 
for compensatory education pro-
grams to noncompensatory educa-
tion programs, and the allocation 

of less than a third of the total 
compensatory education budget to 
secondary schools.”

MCPS could provide additional re

schools in particular to help narrow 

mends the County Council discuss 
three issues with the Board of Edu
cation and MCPS leadership during 

 Finally, the third report to be 
discussed, A Review of the MCPS 
Revitalization/Expansion Pro-
gram, authored by Stephanie Bry
ant and Aron Trombka, looks at the 
MCPS process of deciding where 
and when and at what cost our 
public schools will be renovated or 
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What?

By Eileen Finnegan
 Although a dry topic, the Sub

the 
regulatory framework that guides 

ect’s approval by the Planning 

a new SSP will be developed by the 
Planning Board for delivery to Coun
cil for their adoption in November 

 The two basic SSP components of 
most interest are school capacity and 

current rules, a development applica
tion is evaluated against existing and 

does not meet the school test, the 

ditional capacity is made available in 

does not meet the policy area trans

does not meet the local area test for 
nearby intersections, infrastructure 
improvements are conditioned on the 

community are comfortable with the 
expectations and standards of the 

 But this familiar policy is about 

the basics of the existing school 
and transportation tests along with 
describing some new concepts be

capacity standards and trip genera

Watching the sessions online is easy 
and provides the opportunity to gain 

from Planning Chair Casey Ander

latory system that will encourage 
development using new concepts 

in the development community have 

thinking, asking that the existing 

tests, be thrown out and replaced 
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Gwen Wright, has tempered the 
discussions, suggesting that there 
are a wide range of community types 
in Montgomery County and the SSP 
must accommodate all geographic 

 A few of the new concepts being 

       This proposal 
would expand a new policy—which 

White Oak Science Gateway Master 

ingly simple, the zoning of an area 
is translated into a total number of 
trips, while all the necessary local 
intersection improvements are 
estimated based on the expected 

County would receive the fees and 
then be responsible for fully design
ing, managing, and constructing all 

The County might be responsible 
for forward funding improvements, 
since timing of development may be 

ering how to expand this approach 
to other areas by some application 
method or geographic zone and 
without having a master plan re

     Vehicle Miles Traveled 
  Based on a California 

policy to reduce air pollution by 
reducing total miles traveled in 
geographic districts, this idea is be

The belief is that this is a measure of 

sion further has lead to discussions 

possibly deserve a transportation 

merely means that vehicle trips are 

       

sections be prohibited from being 

ect?  Should there be standards to 
establish these intersections?  What, 
if any, other improvements should a 

an area with a protected intersection?
     

or increase transit usage by limit
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ing parking will be presented in the 

There will be more new concepts 
publicly introduced with the new 
transit tests and new trip generation 
rates being discussed on December 

proaches being presented in Janu

forward recommendations on im

recommendations may provide 
details on collapsing all development 

 Please engage in this SSP discus
sion with the Civic Federation and 

check the MCCF website and also the 
MNCPPC website   

County budget, Montgomery County 

lion revenue opportunity by failing 

,” the 

is available to homeowners for their 

cap on the taxable basis of properties 
to help prevent residents from being 

 State law allows only the tier of 
counties with the highest income 

Montgomery County has made a 

ers actually use their homes as their 

law, investment properties (rental 

tors were alerted to the fact that 
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thousands—perhaps hundreds of 
thousands—of rental properties were 

partment of Assessments and Taxa

With help from SDAT analysts, the 
legislators established that millions 
of dollars of homestead credits and 

to owners of rental properties and 
The 

Washington Post
No Extra Credit for Mont

 Realizing that huge amounts of 
county and state tax revenue were 
being lost due to improper issuance 
of property tax credits, the state 

who wants to continue receiving 

their home is their principal resi

submitted the principal residence 

Montgomery County continued to 

owners of properties who did not 
submit the principal residence certi

ineligible properties while removing 
the homestead credit from the very 
same properties is subtly revealed 
in a footnote in an internal county 

are made to the Montgomery County 

next year, and even more in subse

 Read the full White Paper on 
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By Tom Hucker, Montgomery 
County Councilmember

cities like Detroit or Baltimore rather 
than Silver Spring, Gaithersburg, 

residents can think of at least one 
vacant property on their street or in 

ties where the owners leave for the 

mean the homes that have been left 

handful of properties that have been 
vacant long before the foreclosure 

cut grass, broken windows, and per

year in the House of Delegates nearly 

like minor housing code violations 
that can be addressed by the Depart
ment of Housing and Community 

these properties pose a number of 
serious threats to the community 
that DHCA simply does not have the 

the community, given that they often 

are nearly twice as likely to gener

vacant homes have been found to 
reduce the neighborhood’s property 

munity, the vacant properties have 
generated dozens of calls for inspec
tion for housing code violations that 
have undoubtedly made potential 
families think twice before purchas

DHCA has to address this issue is 

cut the grass, secure the property, 
remove any trash or debris, and put 
a lien on the property for the cost of 

these services are too low to provide 
an absentee property owner any real 
incentive to make the investments 
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am planning to introduce two pieces 

cessful legislation in hundreds of 

erty owners to register their property 

the property is registered, DHCA 

inspection for housing code viola

performed by DHCA will be charged 
to the homeowner using a graduated 

make it increasingly more expensive 
for a property owner to neglect his 
or her property, and will increase the 

those outcomes are better for the 
neighborhood as a whole than leav

 The second bill will address the 

registered with the State Foreclosure 

occurs between the date of a foreclo
sure and the date that the property 

identifying the party responsible for 

Worse, the County does not receive 
the recordation tax or the transfer tax 
from the bank, which shortchanges 
the County government of more than 

 To enforce this law, counties are 

were not registered with the state 
or were registered after the dead

rent in other parts of the state, in 

in Montgomery County where high 
property values mean banks can save 
many thousands in recordation and 
transfer taxes by refusing to register 

Civic Federation and its members 
will support my council bills as well 

sentation to your community, please 
feel free to contact me at tom@tom 
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By Peggy Dennis, Past President

Montgomery County Civic Federa

sented the MCCF with a handsome, 

and appreciation of your valuable 
work to research and chart policy al
ternatives for Montgomery County’s 

 This surprise visit did not make 
it into The Washington Post or any 

 My street, Fawsett Road in 

then, a landowner who wanted to 

accessing lots and future homes 
did not have to be paved or built to 

by Howard Fawsett in the Fawsett 

ably did nothing more than drive his 
tractor with a plow blade down the 
track through his farm that ended 

 Over the years, homes were built 

money to pay for a snow plow con
tract and truckloads of gravel to be 

were only a few homes, minimal traf

aged, people began to want some

asked the County’s Department of 

Then-MCCF President Peggy Den-
nis receives a surprise visit from 
County Executive Leggett in 2008, 
who presents the MCCF with a Cer-

the Orphaned Roads issue.
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would they have to repay the County 

estimated to be one million dollars, 
a price too heavy to bear for only 18 

with a group of homeowners who still 
wanted to pursue the illusive dream 
of a real road, then he went to bat for 

do anything for Fawsett Road because 

roads in a similar condition existed in 
the County, nor how much it would 
cost to improve them and accept 
responsibility for their future main

into the budget to hire a consultant to 

approached by the builder planning 
to build homes on four of the last 

standards and to put a stormwater 
swale along our frontage and a cul

toward further improvements along 

the road construction progress with 

can’t believe your road is in this con

He snorted in disbelief and said that 
DOT knew what they had in their 

see the MAARS Report!”

that it was a public document, he 
explained that it was an old, printed 

the Director of DOT, and complained 

turned up at DOT with lined tablet 

Montgomery County turned out to be 
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contained detailed information on 
every publicly dedicated road in the 
County and who was responsible for 

County, or an amorphous group of 

each road that was supposed to be 

of mind to note down the name of the 

and phone number which produced 

and asked very politely if they could 

husband massaged the data and gave 

ing together, we took the ADC Atlas 
for the County and highlighted each 

Hyattstown Mill Road and Prescott 

 To be continued.  

Transportation Alternatives: New Bike Master Plan Process

By Peggy Dennis, Past President & 
Transportation Committee Member  

Department began working on a new 
Countywide Bikeways Functional 

of these meetings was an interactive 
map of the County which allowed 

and make comments about problems 
for cyclists and suggestions for solu

interactive map can be 
accessed until May or June, so hop 
on, read the comments that have 

already been made, and your own 

 The process to revise the CBFMP 

network, bringing bicycle recom
mendations in line with industry 
best practices, and consolidating all 
bicycle recommendations into a sin

A revison of the original CBFMP was 
it can 

be seen online
 An emphasis will be placed on 
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evaluating newer facilities—such as 

lanes, and bicycle boulevards—as 
well as secure bicycle storage facili

 The Montgomery County Plan

ber Bicycle Master Plan Community 
Advisory Group, which will advise 

members from cycling and other 
organizations, and eight community 
members who applied to be part of 

the Montgomery County Civic Fed

 To see the kind of visionary plan
ning that is being considered, visit the 
website on the Proposed White Flint 

  

Upcoming Meetings for Master Plans in Progress

By Harriet Quinn, Planning and 
Land Use Committee Co-Chair
 Below is a list of upcoming 
meetings and milestones for area 
Master Plans in progress with links 
to the Master Plan’s webpage
Planning Board sessions, check the 

you also can view pending and re

Council Public hearing for Mont

Floor Council Hearing Room, Rock
sign up online or 

on the Plan and other materials are 
posted on 
ter Plan webpage

December 3:  Planning Board 
Worksessions

     

     Proposed Changes to Subdivision 

Transit Component and Trip Gen
eration Rates,
     Bike lanes proposed for the 
White Flint area, and
     Westbard Sector Plan Workses

December 9
nity meeting for 
Plan

nity meeting for Rock Spring Master 
Plan
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Alert Montgomery:  Staying Informed When an Emergency Happens

 Advance notice of an emergency 

puter and mobile phone so you re
ceive emergency alerts whether you 
are at home, work, or even running 

 By their very nature, emergen

lowing an emergency, government 

to keep you, your family, and your 

of communication will ensure that 

access to a variety of communication 
devices can ensure you always get 

 Montgomery County uses sev

     
to Mobile Phones and Email
     Television and Radio
     Montgomery County Homepage
     Reverse 911
     Social Media
 This alert system is administered 

alerting system to contact residents 

Residents who register on this 
system will receive only the most 

Montgomery can deliver important 

updates on all of a person’s de

sistance with the Alert Montgomery 

 Alerts may be broadcast via the 

  Planning Board 
Bethesda Downtown 

Sector Plan

  Planning Board 
work sessions on the Greater 

 and West
bard Sector Plan   
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     Everbridge Mobile Member App;
     
     
     TTY Device;
     

     

Management and Homeland Secu

 When an incident or emergency 
occurs, authorized senders can 

This is your personal connection to 
updates, instructions on where to go, 
what to do, or what not to do, who to 
contact and other important infor

Montgomery is free of charge, your 

wireless carrier may charge you a fee 

view your wireless service agreement 
to understand your carrier’s pricing 

school closures, government clo
sures, gas leaks, severe weather, traf

of the alerts you choose to receive, 
all account holders will receive 
tornado warnings and other critical 

alert system is the ability to deliver 
more targeted alerts during loca

leaks, hazardous materials events, 

technology will enable residents to 
manage their own account informa

tion with more ease, ensuring they 
can readily receive important emer

switched its service provider for the 

they initially transferred all account 
holder information, they could not 

Registering for an account in the 
new system will allow you access 
to your account so you may modify 

 Click on this link

 There is an App for Android 

erbridge Member” on the Google 
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By Jean Cavanaugh, Recording 
Secretary

Call to Order
Bienenfeld called the meeting to 

Introductions 

Agenda

     The Stormwater Partners Net
work will send thank you notes to 
the six County Councilmembers 

Thank You note was circulated for 

     Costco is appealing the decision 

     MCPS is planning on leasing 

school sites for three large solar 

Site, on Brickyard Road, Churchill 

on Cashell Road, Magruder Cluster, 

More informa
tion online
     
promised Ride On bus to service 

available to this historically African 

     MCCF and others will host the 
MCPS Budgetpalooza in February 

one chapter of the MCPS budget and 

     Please give MCCF your thoughts 

     
Transit Task Force presented its 

free; however, text and data charges 

download the App, simply log in to 

applications available for Blackberry 
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pursue State legislation enabling 

     Eileen Finnegan is representing 
MCCF on the Planning Department’s 
Subdivision Staging Policy 

Group See article in newsletter
     Peggy Dennis is representing 
MCCF on the Planning Department’s 
Functional Master Plan for Bicycles 
and Bikeways

Minutes
for and received approval of the Oc

in the November newsletter

Treasurer’s Report
reported MCCF’s bank balance is 

Montgomery County Commu-
nity Hero
Alan Bowser presented the Hero of 

founder and Executive Director 
of the After School Dance Fund

strengthen family values and heri
tage and to help students develop 

academics, and pave their way into 

competition every November at the 

Program Maryland State Comp-
troller Peter Franchot
chot was elected as Maryland’s 33rd 

in the Maryland General Assembly 

Comptroller, and also serves on the 

Chair of the State Retirement and 

land almost went bankrupt from 

State Treasurer, and Comptroller 
sit on the BPW and supervise Mary

transparency and accountability, and 
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welcomed all to testify in support of 

 Franchot discussed his three 

the Montgomery County alcohol 

an economic analysis of the impact 
of ending the County monopoly on 

his support for reduced testing 
in public schools; noted there are 

due to the Wynn Case loss; called 

ported reducing the cost of building 
new schools in Montgomery County 

to closer to Alexandria’s average of 

the audience, Franchot stated Mary
land will not divest its retirement 

also described his mutually sup

industry where they enforced a ban 

ated alcohol, and Franchot will not 
support opening up sale of alcohol in 

such as those used by MCPS; will 

gomery County to set up its own 
BPW to provide spending oversight 

 Franchot promised to review To
bytown’s public transit challenge and 
the erroneously distributed Home
stead Tax Credits in Montgomery 

watch 
live streaming of BPW meetings and 

Adjournment
  

By Jean Cavanaugh, Recording 
Secretary

Call to Order
President, called the teleconference 

Garson, Harriet Quinn, and Jean 
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Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Paula Bienenfeld called for and 
received unanimous approval of the 

Treasurer’s Report

     Paula Bienenfeld and Jerry Gar
Joint House and 

Senate Delegation Priorities Hearing 

     

will be holding a conference called 
Technix 2016: Envision Automated 
Transit
land Center for Advanced Trans

portation Technology on Saturday, 

moderate a session on the potential 
implications of driverless car tech
nologies and planned development 

Programs December program 

January’s 
proposed program is on WMATA 

Febru-
ary will focus on environment and 
what local communities are doing 
to protect and enhance their natural 

Community Heroes
brainstormed on nominees for the 

We welcome nominations from any 
MCCF member.

     
Ginty’s in Silver Spring can host the 

     MCCF ExComm priorities for 

outlawing the use of microbeads in 
consumer products; elimination of 

tation priorities like preparing for 

     There are several bills submitted 
by the Montgomery County delega
tion that MCCF ExComm would like 

authority; changing the state consti

zens to vote in Board of Education 

MCCF ExComm would like to re
view and consider supporting review 

mccf CIVIC
FEDERATION

NEWS
top

more

of WSSC ratemaking structure; 

lower the Homestead Tax Credit cap 

Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources in allowing deer hunting 

MoCo 
Delegation bills
     

Authority to fund an extensive Bus 

     

Now online

Education
     MCPS proposed and the Board of 

Montgomery County Delegation to 
Annapolis Priorities hearing, Board 
of Education Chair Pat O’Neill said 
MCPS needs additional funds to 

Public Utilities
     

Public Finances
     

County Council Administrator Ste
phen Farber gave 

cost of government

Planning and Land Use
     County Department of Permit
ting Services proposes adoption of 

tion Code with amendments as 

is a 

Rock Spring Sector Plan meetings 
are both being held on November 

MoCo Delegation’s priorities hear

ately scheduling two meetings in the 

MCCF will write a letter from Coun

     The oral argument for Costco 
mega gas station was on Novem
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     The PHED is reviewing an Omni
 with both substantive 

and technical corrections to the new 

without a public hearing—substan
tive changes to accessory apartments 

zoning code said if an accessory 
apartment did not meet standards, 
the homeowner had to go through 
a conditional use (previously called 

also, again without a public hearing, 

on accessory apartments in new 

     Residents continue to oppose 
elements of Westbard and Greater 

     Council member Hucker plans 
to introduce a bill to help reduce 
the number of vacant properties in 

summarize the bill at the next MCCF 
See article in this issue

     MCCF will write a monthly 
column on the Subdivision Staging 

See article

Transportation
     The County Council passed 
an 

 where only 

before the County surveys and gives 
a cost estimate on improving the 

See article in this issue
     MCCF will write a letter to Pepco 

     

Environment 
     The County Council on Novem

emergency bill 
 to rename the Water Quality 

Management Charge currently on 

to pay for stormwater management, 
in response to a recent lawsuit chal

     There is an infestation of emer

EAB destroys ash trees unless they 

     
gy and Commerce Committee asked 
for more information from the EPA 
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asked the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission to do more research on 

     
a regional Civic Summit with other 
civic federations to be hosted by 

     MCCF will sponsor the MCPS 

     The Committee for Montgomery 
is hosting its annual Holiday Break

will share a table with the Montgom

 January, February, and March 

meetings will be in the Executive 

Street, Rockville, in the large meet

using EOB or COB should use public 

Important:  The only access to 

Monthly MCCF meetings are open 
to the public and are held on the 
second Monday of each month Sep

the First Floor Auditorium, County 

ing is free in the garage accessed 

 The Civic Federation News is 
published monthly, except in July 

egates, associate members, news 
media, and local, state, and federal 

the public level of the garage is from 
the entrance at the corner of Monroe 

Adjournment

reprint any article provided proper 

eration News of the Montgomery 

 Submit contributions for 
the next issue by Sunday, De-
cember 26, 2015
submission as an MS Word, Word 
Perfect, or text document; attach 

mccfnewslet 

 Please send all address correc
tions to 


