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The Montgomery County Civic Federation appreciates this opportunity to make its recommendations regarding the FY25 Montgomery County Operating Budget.

We thank County Executive Marc Elrich for listening to the concerns of our Federation Delegates and supporting our budget priorities of job creation and economic development, environment and climate change, affordable housing, public safety, and transportation and roads.  We especially appreciate his continuing and strong support for refunding the Office of the People’s Counsel (OPC), one of our highest priorities.  We note that the County Council’s Office of Legislative Oversight has recently stated that the OPC would greatly assist low-income and underserved communities as they address land use and planning issues, and that it will support social equity and racial justice concerns throughout Montgomery County.  We call on the County Council to support this valuable program for all Montgomery County residents.

We fully support the half-million dollars allocated for the Department of Transportation (DOT) for stump grinding and planting of new replacement trees.  We note that DOT is many years behind in both these responsibilities, and the last thing the county needs is to have more trees along our roads dying.  Dead trees are a danger to drivers, and their loss effects both the environment and climate change adversely.  The Civic Federation was an instigating force behind DOT’s new program to have volunteers cut the vines that are strangling and smothering so many of the trees along our roads and streets.  Some additional funds should be allocated for this new program and particularly for public education and outreach.
