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December Program: Public Transit
By Peggy Dennis, President

Our program for our monthly meeting dtonday,
December 5will cover Montgomery County’s public transit
systems. While most residents rely on private taraove
about, as the county grows, residents’ age andsrbadome

we have our fingers crossed.

We hope to have a large attendance for this progiégou
have questions, criticisms or constructive suggastabout
the METRO system, WMATA's bus system and/or the
county’s “Ride-On” bus system, please plan on cgnaind
participating.

increasingly congested, the need
for a more expansive,
comprehensive and reliable public
transit system will grow. What are
WMATA and the county DOT'’s

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
OUR MONTHLY MEETING

Community Hero:
Marvin Weinman
by President Peggy Dennis

“Ride-On” bus programs doing
now and planning to do in the future to meet owmgng
needs? How do the three systems — Metrorail, Metroand
Ride-On bus - interrelate? What can they do torawe the
user experience and increase ridership?

Earlier this year, we are told, WMATA “introducedeio
Forward, an ambitious 6-year action plan for imgmguwhe
customer experience by making service more reljabtre
comfortable and more enjoyable. This $5 billionuiéding
initiative is the largest capital campaign sinoe ohiginal
construction of the system, but rebuilding doesaine
without some challenges for our customers. The detr
Forward campaign is designed to inform customeosiab
needs, investments and benefits of our currenfande
work.” Charlie Scott, WMATA'’s Government Relations
Officer for Maryland, will explain the plan to ugdfield our
usual salient and provocative questions.

Before joining Metro, Charlie was Director of Wasgjion
Area Transit Programs for the Maryland Departmént o
Transportation. Prior to working in the transié@a, Charlie
directed government relations for the Technologuri of
Maryland and developed a 50-state government affair
program for a national trade association. A lifgjoesident
of Maryland, he resides with his wife and two clgla in
Darnestown.

Carolyn Biggins, Director of the County’s “Ride-Optfogram
has also been invited to participate in the progr&s we go
to press, we are not sure if she will be able tovible us, but
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In October we had planned to honor
Marvin Weinman, long-time delegate to the MCCF, I[Rub
Finance Chairman, and purveyor of wisdom and common
sense in all things relating to government spenedimd)
financial sanity. Marvin was unable to join usOetober due
to health considerations, so we will plan on homgtim in
December. Please read the Octdiews to refresh your
memory on why Marvin is our Community Hero for the
month.

Transit Task Force Update
by Dan Wilhelm, Transportation Chair

In the September newsletter, | provided an overnoéthe
Transit Task Force created by County Executive etigand
its work. | reported that the Task Force had idiettithe
design attributes needed in the rapid transit systemake it
a world class, gold standard system. The propogstdrs
consists of 21 routes: 16 routes identified inghdier
MCDOT bus rapid transit (BRT) proposal, some ofatthihe
task force extended, plus 5 additional routes. System
would use sleek and stylish Rapid Transit Vehi¢REVSs)
that are in the class of Metrorail; not local busése Planning
Board’'s Master Plan of Highways and BRT effort &tdmwith
the 16 routes and will be expanded to include theraoutes.

Since September, the Task Force identified thostsahat it
recommends be built in each of three phases. Tétepthase
includes MD355 from the Bethesda metro to Montggmer
Village Ave and allows for connection to the CoaricCities
Transitway, Randolph Road/Cherry Hill Road, ICG70,
Veirs Mill Road, Georgia Avenue from Veirs Mill ©Iney,
and US 29 from University Blvd. to MD 198 whichaMs for
connection to the Purple Line. In addition, thegphg was
selected so that construction would occur only oa of
several parallel roads at the same time to alloweds to
avoid the construction if desired. The thinkinghat
construction of the entire system will start inéays and be
completed in 10 years.

The Task Force also obtained a grant from the Relike

Foundation to fund two studies. One study will addrthe
economic benefits from the RTV system and the séedh
look at where dedicated RTV lanes can be builts Bhidy
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will expand upon the MCDOT BRT study which limitdue
dedicated lanes to the existing right-of-way. Theent study
removes the right-of-way restriction, but dedicatedtes
would still be constrained by existing developmémtsome
places, two dedicated lanes are possible, in otirdysone
lane is possible, and in some places the RTVsngild to
travel in existing traffic lanes. In terms of casiling cost, the
design will frequently have one dedicated lanéhapeak
direction of travel and the use of existing traageles for the
other direction. Two major considerations in thésign are
station locations and how to handle motor vehiefeturn
requirements (the idea being that the RTVs wouldrofravel
in what today is the median strip). Both of thezeles are
scheduled to be complete at the end of the year.

The financing investigation is just getting undeywRart of
the purpose of the above lane study is to refieectist
estimate. The thinking at this point is that thevRSlystem
will largely be financed by a new special taxingtdct within
the county, but some funds would be provided bysthge.
There are many ways the special taxing districtccbe set
up and that will be the focus of our meetings tiglothe
middle of January.

The Task Force expects to complete its work ansigeca
report to the County Executive by the end of Fetyuat that
point, | expect the Executive will make a recomnadith to
the Council for its action. The Council is well awaf the
Task Force work, since two councilmember — Marickland
Roger Berliner - regularly attend and have beeiveact
participants.

The MCCF March program will present the resultshef Task
Force. Please plan to attend. In the meantimemergry of
meetings and copies of presentations given at #etings
can be found dtttp://tinyurl.com/transitsumm

The RTV system is designed to address existinf§idraf
congestion and provide capacity for future develepmEven
if Montgomery County decided to stop all developiriarthe
county, development will occur in neighboring jdlittions
and cars would travel though the county, addinguio
congestion. It is better to have and manage dexsdapin
Montgomery County, and the RTV system will provitie
capacity to move people. Since development wibh alscur in
neighboring jurisdictions, the RTV system is desigjto
connect with them, if those governments decidexteral the
system.

Not everyone can or will be willing to use the REystem.
Only a small percentage of people need to userédace
congestion. Consider the effect on congestion igustiwhen
there is 10%-15% reduction in vehicle trips. | ththe
number of people who will decide to use the RTV and
accompanying revamped local bus system will be much
higher than 15%. | believe the RTV system hasthbest
chance of being financed and constructed and wéhin
reasonable time frame than any other major prgexosed
in my 30 years of civic involvement. Next year Wik a key
year in determining what actually happens.
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Stormwater Still a Cloudy Subject
for Most Citizens

By Carole Ann Barth, Parks & Recreation
Chair

Montgomery County citizens have the reputationeng
environmentally savvy, but | wonder if we would eadone
any better than our Baltimore neighbors did on kézsh,
Downstream, a study of public attitudes about steater.
The study was conducted in 2007 by an opinion rebeam
(OpinionWorks) at the behest of the Baltimore Stoater
Action Coalition. Although the study was spectfic
Baltimore, I think it also holds valuable informatifor us.

Here are some of the key findings, quoted fronrépert:

¢ Only one resident in six knows for sure that stoatex
is not treated before it re-enters our waterwaysstvi
people see no connection between a spilled garntzye
in Towson and floating trash in the Inner Harbdrey
are more apt to think the trash comes from thoeghtl
tourists in paddleboats.

« Twice as many Baltimore area residents see théhhefal
local waters getting worse (34%), rather than bette
(16%). The rest said the condition of the watersois
changing, or they were not sure.

< Nearly three quarters (72%) believe that trashaigrig a
negative economic impact on the City of Baltimore—a
number nearly as high as the 82% who said crime was
hurting the city economically.

« Almost one quarter (22%) of the residents intergdw
were not able to picture a storm drain near themé.

< Inthe focus groups, very few people could define a
watershed, let alone name the watershed in whigh th
live.

« A total of 83% agree with the statemeHt|“knew what
to do to help clean up local waters, | would do a lot
more.” A solid majority of 52% strongly agree with that
statement.

« Once people feel personally connected to their loca
storm drain, they will be ready to hear a more clexp
message about nutrients and contaminants.

¢ We tested both print and electronic media to evalua
how effective different approaches might be in the
greater Baltimore area. The research tested both
wellknown and lesser known campaigns and materials
that have been used elsewhere in the Bay regiomels
as other parts of the country. Respondents weeae cle
that they found the ads most effective when they:

0 Asked them to take one, simple action.

0 Told them why the action was important.

0 Gave them local contact information or a Web
address if they wanted to know more.

* In general, the most visual concepts drew the gash
response. The most effective campaigns used
uncomplicated messages, colorful graphics, andskatu
chiefly on the core health concerns of residents.

These findings suggest that we probably have aflptiblic
education to do in order to meet the new waterityual
requirements of the county’s stormwater managempemnit
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and the new Chesapeake Bay pollution diet (Bay TMDL
total maximum daily load.) See the complete Ugstre
Downstream study dittp://tinyurl.com/upstreamdown

Deer Policy Meeting Scheduled

The County Council’s Public Safety Committee (P8&3
agreed to hold a work session on the County’s mamagt of
the deer population. The PSC is tentatively sclestio take
up this topic on Thursday, January 26, at 9:30aoun@y,
state and federal officials will be invited to peipiate. Work
sessions do not usually allow for direct publicutbut
residents with concerns about the excessive dgrrigtion
would do well to attend this meeting. Residentsaso
encouraged to write in advance of the meeting &&po
questions they would like to see the committee eskir
Submit questions via email to
councilmember.andrews@montgomerycountymd golry
regular mail to Councilmember Phil Andrews, Chainna
Public Safety Committee, Council Office Building)Q
Maryland Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850. Please chirk
Council’'s website closer to the date to make shieitem is
still on the PSC’s agenda, or call Councilmembedimws’
Chief of Staff, Lisa Mandel-Trupp at 240-777-7812.

Membership Renewals

As of November 22, the following groups and indiédl
members have yet to renew their memberships fo2@®i4 -
2012 year which began on July 1. For those notweng the
December newsletter will be the last one delivened
dropped from periodic news distributed via em&iklegates,
because association treasurers rarely receivecthsletter,
please print out the Membership Form from the MCCF
website or cut out the form from a previous harpycof the
News, fill in the information needed and mail it to MEC
Treasurer William Schrader with a check for theddue

Groups Yet to Renew

Bradley Boulevard Citizen Association
Burnt Mills Hill Civic Association
Edgemoor Citizens Association

Fox Hills West Citizens Association
Greenwich Forest Citizens Assn
Kensington View Civic Association
Kenwood Park Citizens Association, Inc.
Luxmanor Citizens Association
McKenney Hills Carroll Knolls Civic Assn
Parkview Citizens Association

Parkwood Residents Association
Snowdens Mill Homeowners Association
South Tuckerman-Inverness Citizens Association
Southeast Rural Olney Civic Association
Twinbrook Citizens Association

Individuals.

Timothy J French Agnes Jones Trower
Norman Knopf Caren Madsen
Helen A. "Andy" Reed Beverly Sobel

Maria Stephens Evan Stephens
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Education Committee Report

By Paula Bienenfeld, Education Committee

Chair

Superintendent Listen and Learn Sessions Completed

Superintendent Josh Starr completed his ‘Listenlazzoin’
sessions. The last session was held on Novemiseap1
Sherwood High School. If you could not attend ead of the
events have been posted for viewing online, althdbg
September 6th and 12th events were not recorded.

Superintendent’s Book Club

The first of three book clubs will be held on Nouessn 29th at
Carver. The book to be discussed is Mindset: Tew N
Psychology of Success by Dr. Carol Dweck. Theuwdision
will be available live on MCPS TV and online. Theeat is
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Staff, parents and the comnyuamié
invited to participate. The event will be a padisicussion
including the author (live via Skype) and audieguestions
and comments. If you do not want to buy the bgok, can
go to Dr. Dweck’s website and her articles arelabte free
online. Here is the linkattp://tinyurl.com/dweckweb Two
other book clubs are scheduled for January 31 g 24,
2012 but locations and titles have not yet beeseho

Redistricting of Education Districts

The Board of Education (BOE) voted to recommend a
redistricting plan that realigns the voting digisiéor the BOE.
The proposed plan was approved in Annapolis as well
Unfortunately for the citizens of the county, theras no
public testimony or public hearing before the BGEed. The
law says that the districts ‘shall be substantiatiyal in
population.” However, the new districts, which atpposed
to be based on the 2010 Census, are not ‘equalpulation.’

New District Populations
District Population Deviation Deviation
from Percentage
Average
Population
1 186,735 -7.620 -3.92
2 186,762 -7.593 -3.91
3 202,229 +7.874 +4.05
4 200,068 +5.713 +2.94
5 195,983 +1.628 +0.84

Source: MCPS Division of Long Range Planning

Regional Survey and Meetings for Next State
Superintendent

The State Board of Education has begun their sdarche
next state superintendent. They have hired Haxardng,
Attea, and Associates (HYA), the same search figedihere
in Montgomery County, to assist with the searclegiBnal
meetings were held, and there was also an onlinegu The
firm also developed the survey, which can be foaind
www.ecragroup.com/mdssThe deadline for completing the

survey was Nov. 18th, and one public forum was held
Montgomery County, at Seneca Valley High SchoolNaw.
3rd. The State Board will be discussing the irgdutheir
December 6th, 2011 meeting.
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Comments Requested for Two Board of Education Polies

The BOE is asking for comments on two educatiolicpes
that were tentatively approved by the BOE on Oatdli¢h,
2011. These are:

¢ Policy ECM,Joint Occupancy of Montgomery County
Public Schools Facilities, which sets forth the criteria for
joint occupancy of Montgomery County Public Schools
facilities;

« and Policy KGCChild Care, which affirms the
importance of high quality child care and education
settings for all children of Montgomery County. It
establishes the scope of Montgomery County Public
Schools’ role in partnering with the child care ecoomity
in addressing child care needs.

Comments are due by December 29th, 2011Y¥ou can get
copies of the policies either online at
http://tinyurl.com/mcboepolicyr by calling 301-279-3853.
All responses should be sent to the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools, 850 Hungerford Drivegird 22,
Rockville, Maryland 20850.

FY2013 Operating Budget Available on December 7th

The Superintendent will release the proposed MCPS
Operating Budget on December 7th. The budget isover
half of our entire county budget, and runs intdidrils of
dollars each year. Please read the budget carefud let us
know if you have questions. We will be taking asd look at
the budget as well. If you want to testify on @perating
Budget, sign-up begins on December 21st.

Timeline for the Operating Budget

Board of Education Community| October 12, 2011, at 7:0(

Conversation p.m.
Board of Education Community| October 27, 2011, at 7:0(
Conversation p.m.

Superintendent presents December 7, 2011
Recommended Operating Budget

Sign-up begins for BOE December 21, 2011
Operating Budget Hearings

BOE Operating Budget HearingsJanuary 11 & 18, 2012 at

7:00 p.m.
BOE Operating Budget January 25 & 26, 2012 af
Worksessions 6:00 p.m.

BOE Operating Budget
Action/Adoption

February 14, 2012

BOE FY 2012 Operating Budget March 6, 2012
Request presented to County
Executive and County Council

County Executive issues March 20, 2012

Operating Budget

County Council holds Operating April — May 2012
Budget Hearings and
Worksessions

Council approves Operating
Budget

May 17, 2012

Final Board of Education Action June 14, 2012
to approve FY 2012 Operating
Budget
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Websites

Community forumshttp://tinyurl.com/mcboeforum
Signup for budget hearingttp://tinyurl.com/mcboesign
BoE Calendarhttp://tinyurl.com/mcboecal

Special Education

On November 15th the Superintendent attended amyeait
the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAChisT
was the first time in 12 years that a sitting siqgendent
came to the meeting. This is a great start fonthe
superintendent to get to know the parents, guasdiamd
children who attend our schools, and Lyda Astrove)
attended the meeting offered the following obseovet which
are strictly her own and do not represent any group

1.How refreshing to have the superintendent actualype
to a meeting to talk specifically about special eation!
As you may know, the previous superintendent refuse
for 12 years to do so. So big bonus points to Josh.
2.He gave us his personal history of how he got siecial
education. Like many of us, it wasn't a specificeea
choice from the outset. He knew he wanted to do
"something in education." That "something" included
working at a Residential Treatment Center in Catii@
and as a crisis intervention teacher in New Yori.then
got his Masters in Special Education.
3.He believes that "high quality instruction" is thest
behavior management for kids with emotional distid.
He wants to create "levers" of accountability angdport
so that kids don't end up with the behavior spistidie
digressed a little to tell us that in the pastreheere a
whole series of choices that adults made that cdold
disservice to kids, where they wound up in the
"basement." He said more kids are being serveérett
now than ever before. Just because we're not alléave
put kids in the basement anymore doesn't mearwinzit
we're doing is good enough. (**Note to Josh: takesit
to the Gaithersburg Bridge program)
4.He noted that one of the issues in special edutithe
adjustment that the parents have to make in tefrited
expectations for their child. (**Note to Josh: hdaes
this fit with the "one size fits all" "everyone'sigg to
college" mantra within MCPS?)
5.He says that special education should be "providing
access to the core curriculum with appropriate stgp
in the most efficient way possible. (** note to Bowhen
we heard you speak at other "listen and learn" tsysou
didn't mention "efficiency" in the context of geakr
education.)
6.He says that it is not ok to refer children to $alec
education unless you've done a whole bunch of shing
first. We need clear expectations for how we ddrass.
7.He says the most important 21st century skills are
social/emotional competencies. He agreed that dadse
need a separate and distinct environment.
He said lots more, maybe others can chime in. takeaway:
Cautious optimism. Relief that we selected a sofmrdent
who presents as a thoughtful intellectual, as opgds a self-
promoting salesman.
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Volunteers Needed for Committees
By Peggy Dennis, President

The Civic Fed is starting to look for members toseeon two
short-term but very important committees. Unlike o
standing committees which do the lion’s share ofwork,
year in and year out, these committees meet fojfsw
months during the winter and spring, often by eraad
phone.

The Nominating Committeewill put together the slate of
nominees for elective office in 2012-2013: the mtest, vice
president, secretary and treasurer.

The Awards Committeewill nominate recipients for the
awards to be presented at our Annual Awards Bariquet
May: the Star Cup, the Gazette Award and the Selntin
Award.

We can't do the great job we want to do withoutryextive
participation, so please volunteer to help with onanother
of these important committees. Please contacttra@la983-
9738 or hotyakker@gmail.com if you are willing telf.

Minutes of the November 14
Meeting
By Sue Schumacher, Secretary

Call to Order: President Peggy Dennis called the meeting to
order at 7:45 pm with introductions all around.

Agenda was approved with the addition of one item under
new business.

Announcements It was announced that the ICC opens next
week on November 22. Jim Humphrey reminded everyon
that there is column space available to MCCF inSéatinel.

Minutes: it was moved and seconded to approve the October
10 meeting minutes as printed in the November rettes!
The motion was duly approved.

Treasurer's Report: Bill Schrader reported that to date 42
local associations, 3 “other” associations andntviduals
have paid their 2011 dues.

Community Hero: Ann McDonald introduced Meredith
Wellington, who accepted the award on behalf oftedl
members of Neighborhood Montgomery. Meredith along
with Julie Davis and several other members of tloeig were
present to accept the award. Meredith, Julie, J&ugy
Dunner and Pat Baptiste, were the core foundettseofroup
with the initial purpose of informing the citizengthe county
about the Zoning Text Amendments that were beinggsed
for the new Commercial Residential Zones (CRs)e gitoup
through its Website, visiting county citizen gropypad emails
to interested parties was able to empower cititesend their
views on this zoning issue to the Council and hiapet in the
final version that was adopted.

Program: The Regional Service Centers. Peggy Dennis
introduced 3 regional center directors: Ken Harirof the
Western Montgomery County (Bethesda, Chevy Chase)
Center acted as the moderator; Miti Figueredo efghst
County RSC, Ana Lopez van Balen of the Mid-CouR8C,
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and Victor Salazar representing the Up County R&€ w
unable to send a representative). The panel indladd
Victor Salazar representing Silver Spring RSC. Kemtman
led the presentation explaining what the serviceers do:
oversee regional services; act as a satellitefppsbunty
government; act as liaison to the County Executive
coordinate Citizens Advisory Boards, and operagirt
facilities. Each described the unique problemsifgtheir
area of the county. For example, BCC has the &mgeer -60
population in the county, East County has beehdnid by the
recession, foreclosures and hot spots of crimeeXglained
how budget cuts have impacted their services. Karnkan
said that each director is the only paid employae and they
must rely on volunteers to assist with helpingigdr her
region. They all concurred that they can no loraféar all the
services they used to, and that their constituexpect,
although they try.

Resolutions

Bill 35-11 Loitering and Prowling. County Councilman Philip
Andrews came to summarize Bill 35-11 Offenses-Lraitgor
Prowling-Established. He has introduced this bilbe used as
a replacement for the proposed Youth Curfew BiH145 The
Loitering Prowling Bill would provide the police thi a more
focused tool to respond to the situations describyetthe
Executive as the target of the curfew without bdimted to
minors or certain times of the day. Andrews stdghat
similar laws have been upheld by courts in Geoffgiaiida
and Wisconsin. Discussion ensued.

It was moved and seconded to support Bill 35-1fe motion
passed. Jim Zepp, Chair of the MCCF Public Safety
Committee will present testimony at the hearinglen16th of
November.

It was moved and seconded to supj@dlit25-11 Youth
Curfew. This position was defeated. The vote was 5Her t
Bill and 10 opposed.

It then was moved and seconded to oppose Bill25Fhis
position was approved. The vote was 9 for oppasitiod 6
against.

Roadside Solicitation. It was moved and seconded to approve
the MCCF's resolution as it appears on Page 4ef th
November newsletter. It passed with one abstention

Committee Reports

Education: Paula Bienenfeld reported that the Farquhar
Middle School land swap is still “up in the airh&is still
awaiting a response to her Open Meetings compl&he
mentioned that Dr. Starr, the new School Superdgan is
holding “listen and learn” sessions around the tpun

Planning and Land Use Jim Humphrey reported that work
continues on master plans revisions - three avgg@iouncil
action, and five more in drafting stage at the Rilag
Department.

Parks and Recreation Jim Zepp reported for Carole Ann
Barth that the Recreation Facility Development R1&h0-
2030 calls for aggressive capital investment itespf
massive structural budget deficits and contraciggncy
resources. Moreover, all the indoor recreationlifees called
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for in the plan would be stand-alone Recreationddepent
facilities. In contrast, most Prince George's Cguntoor
recreation facilities are co-located with schoalgther
entities. By locating a community recreation centithin an
elementary school, for example, two facilities chare a
gymnasium and parking lot and thus save on corngirué&
maintenance costs.

Old Business/New BusinessArnie Gordon introduced a
resolution concerning political promotion materidisvas not
seconded. It will be addressed again by the Ekexut
Committee.

Meeting Adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

Minutes of the November 17th
Executive Committee
By Paula Bienenfeld, Acting Secretary

Call to Order: Meeting was held via teleconference and
began at 7:45pm. Attending were Dan Wilhelm, Paula
Bienenfeld, Ann McDonald, Virginia Sheard, Jim Humgy
and Peggy Dennis with Dan chairing the meeting.

The minutes from the October Executive Committeeting
were adopted.

Treasurers Report, Bill Schrader: One new member renewed
membership.

Peggy Dennis announced that after looking intadigteiils,
the Civic Federation cannot support the requetitef
Hollywood Ballroom to sponsor the December 31st New
Year's Eve event as the Civic Fed is not a 501-C-3
organization.

Programs:

e The Program for December (Peggy organizing) will
be on the County’s public transit system(s):
Metrorail, WMATA'’s buses and the County’s Ride-
On bus service.

» January: Paula Bienenfeld and Jim Humphrey will
work on a program concerning the process of cell
tower approvals. There have been questions by
communities across the county as to how cell towers
receive approval.

* February: Peggy has contacted the Inspector General
to be program presenter and he has agreed.

e March: Dan Wilhelm gave a report on the Transit
Task Force stating that the County Executive may
implement a special taxing district to fund
construction of the RTV system. Task Force
meetings are continuing and a lot of work will be
coming together by the end of February. March
should be appropriate for a program on the final
recommendations of the TTF and the roll-out of the
future RTV program.

It was suggested that future newsletters inclubdi®ek with
future programs laid out. Future programs wereldised and
the issue of financial growth and jobs in the cguaas
identified as a possible program. Jim Humphrey satgd
inviting Michael Shuman who has written a book ocall
businesses (Preparer’s Note: the title of one oh&in’s
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books is Going Local: Creating Self-Reliant Comntiesiin a
Global Age).

Community Heroes Janis Sartucci was suggested for the
December general meeting (Preparer’'s Note: Ashzer t
ExComm agenda, Marvin Weinman will be the Community
Hero for December and Ms. Sartucci will be honatthe
January 2012 meeting).

There was a discussion regarding Arnie Gordon’seonthat
the Civic Fed should not be partisan and thereldhoeia
prohibition on this. The suggestion is that shauithils be
sent out, including only to the Executive Boardtth be
prefaced with a statement that the email is ‘féoimation
purposes only,’ to clarify that the Civic Fed atglmembers
are not being partisan.

Peggy Dennis will contact Arnie Gordon and request
something for the newsletter.

The next full delegates meeting will be held Decentith,
and the next Executive Committee meeting will biel he
December 15th, at Paula Bienenfeld’s home.

Committee Reports

Jim Humphrey, Planning and Land Use Committee
discussed the ‘Big Box’ bill at the County Counaihich if
passed would require community amenities and requir
developer of a ‘big box’ store to meet with atsetree
community associations to negotiate appropriatenéias.
There was discussion about who would enforce thenéias
provisions. Would it be the Planning Departmeraffitting
Services? This is still unclear. In addition, tteup in
discussions with a potential developer should set@n
stakeholders and not only community associatidrise
consensus was that the Civic Federation shouldalteop
discussions as larger areas could include stakersldrhe
bill is in committee now. Jim Humphrey could drafietter to
send with these questions.

The Chevy Chase Lake Master Plan process is ungiema
is being developed using a different, ‘form bagadh
process for the Sector Plan. There is some corbatrthe
Planning Board keeps changing the Master Plan forma

Paula Bienenfeld, Education CommitteeThe MCPS
Operating Budget comes out in December. PauladBifetd
raised the issue that Montgomery County only hasrse
Board of Education members. State law calls foerdioard
members when the student population exceeds 10908,
except in Montgomery County. She is advocating for
Montgomery County to line up with the rest of thats and
have the same number of representatives: i.e.,marabers.
She asked what the next step is to get Civic Fpdat for
this. The suggestion was that she look at whasthte law
requires, and ask, why is Montgomery County treated
differently from the other counties in the staghe will
follow up.

Dan Wilhelm, Legislation, reported that the roadside
solicitation hearing is on December 5th and remiingeople
that the Committee for Montgomery Breakfast is Delber
16th. Dan Wilhelm also reported on the Transpianat
Transit Task Force; he said the consultant is logkit where
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we can put more lanes. The Task Force is maksigady of
available rights-of-way.

Paula Bienenfeldreported on th&ontgomery Delegation
Priorities meeting. County Executive lke Leggett and
Council President Valerie Ervin were there, adviogain
favor of the state gas tax. The mayors of Gaithers
Takoma Park, and Rockville also testified in fagbthe gas
tax. They were also advocating for reform of tttéas rules
for candidates, which they feel are burdensomenaayl
prevent people from running for office. Board afug€ation
Vice President Shirley Brandman also testifiedjrstethat
the priorities of the Board are the Maintenance&ffbrt
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(MOE); pensions; and funding for school construttémd
renovation. Other people testifying included sfedfn the
Universities and Montgomery College, all concerabdut
funding; the chambers of commerce; individuals eoned
about disability services funding and the burdeprobf
issues for special education parents with the $ehaf Weast
ruling. The hearing was televised.

Newsletter AssignmentsPaula Bienenfeld: Education
Committee and Draft Minutes; Peggy: December progra
Dan Wilhelm: Transit. Deadline for submittal isrislay
November 20th at midnight.

The meeting adjournedat 9:20 pm.

Spread the Word — Share
the Newsletter

Share the newsletter! We ask our delegates and
associate members to forward the electronic newsletter to
all their members and others who might want to know
more about what's going on in the county, the issues
we’re covering, and the actions we're hoping many
residents will take. Please — be proactive and take a few
clicks to help spread the word




Federation Meeting

Session 832
Monday,December 5 20011
7:45 1st Floor Auditorium
County Council Office Building.
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD

Agenda:

7:45 Call to Order & Introductions

7:50 Approval of Agenda

7:52 Announcements

7:53 Approval of Minutes of November 8 meeting
7:55 Treasurer's Report

7:55 Community Hero: Marvin Weinman
8:00 Program: County Transit Systems
9:15 Committee Reports

9:40: Old Business / New Business

9:45 Adjournment

TheMontgomery County Civic Federation is a county-wide nonprofit
educational and advocacy organization. It was fedrid 1925 to serve
the public interest. Its monthly Federation meetiage open to the
public and are held on the second Monday of eaomtimSeptember
through June at 7:45 p.m. in the First Floor Audgiito, County Council
Office Building, 100 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, MD

The Civic Federation Newsis published monthly, except in July and
August. It is mailed to delegates; associate mesyinews media, and
local, state, and federal officials. Permissiogranted to reprint any
article provided proper credit is given to th@ivic Federation News of
the Montgomery County Civic Federation."

Submit contributions for the next issue Bidnight, Sunday,
December 18, 2011.Prepare submission as an MS Word, Word
Perfect or text-only documeraitach it to an e-mail, and send it to:
hotyakker@gmail.com

Please send alddress correctionso Dan Wilhelm, 904 Cannon Road
Silver Spring, MD 20904, 301-384-2698, or djwilhé@@werizon.net.

NEXT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
DATE: THURSDAY, DECEMBER15
7:45P.M.

At the home of Paula Bienenfeld
6018 Tilden Lane, North Bethesda, 20852

@uny Official Publication of the

e Montgomery County Civic Federation

Dan Wilhelm, Database Manager
904 Cannon Road

Silver Spring, MD 20904
DIJWILHELM@VERIZON.NET

Address service requested

First Class Mail




